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he  looked  like  trouble  the  moment  he  stepped 
from  the  plain  green  Chevy  which  stopped  in 
front  of  the  office.   Two-button  jacket,  con- 
trasting grey  slacks.  Tidy  Moustache  and  short- 
cut hair  --  the  appearance  of  what  in  psycholo- 
gical jargon  has  become  known  as  the  authori- 
tarian personality.   Sometimes  those  PhD's  know  what 
they're  talking  about  after  all. 

"Good  afternoon.  Sergeant  Banford,  Morality  Squad." 
His  badge  and  police  ID  card  were  a  necessary  and  per- 
functory confirmation  of  the  fact.   Further  explana- 
tions were  unnecessary. 

Feigning  nonchalance,  we  examined  his  credentials. 
'Nonchalance'  because  we  were  more  curious  about  the 
cause  of  the  visit  than  the  fact  of  its  occurence. 
After  all,  hadn't  recent  commission  hearings  into  char- 
ges of  police  brutality  inadvertently  revealed  that 
Toronto's  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  was  under  police 
surveillance? 

"I  guess  you  know  why  I'm  here!" 
"Well,  frankly,  no  --  why  are   you  here?" 
"Now  don't  get  me  wrong,  this  is  not  harassment.  You're 
not  the  only  ones  we've  checked  out  on  this  type  of  ac- 
tivity." He  pulled  a  copy  of  TBP  from  his  almost  empty 
suitcase,  displaying  it  like  a  priest  with  a  monstrance: 
"Your  current  issue  is  obscene  --  you  know  what  I'm 
talking  about,  don't  you?!1' 

Hesitating  momentarily  to  sternly  survey  the  four  of  us 
in  the  office,  he  continued:  "This  comic  strip,"  poin- 
ting to  the  supposedly  pornographic  page,  "won't  do. 
Kids  are  coming  in  off  the  streets  and  buying  this,  and 
we  can|t  have  that,  now  can  we?"  Was  this  a  question, 
an  invitation  to  dialogue,  or  was  it  just  a  little  law- 
enforcement  rhetoric? 

The  full-page  'Harold  Hedd'  cartoon  did,  in  fact,  in 
four  of  its  frames,  depict  the  act  of  cocksucking.  It 
portrayed  two  men,  in  bed,  making  love  after  reading 
some  ludicrous,  but  homophobic,  passages  from  Everything 
You  Always  Wanted  to  Know  About  Sex,  but  Were  Afraid  to 
Ask  --  a  runaway  bestseller  by  'psychiatrist'  David 
Reuben,  which  contains  the  most  vicious  attack  on  gay 
people  to  date.   For  us,  this  mocking  illustration  was 
a  significant  political  statement. 

"Have  there  been  any  complaints  about  the  paper  or 
the  cartoon?" 


The  sergeant  admitted  that  there  had  not  been  any;  then, 
almost  as  an  afterthought:   "We  check  for  this  sort  of 
thing  all  the  time."  The  'M'  squad,  then,  decides  what 
the  public  should  or  should  not  be  allowed  to  read,  see 
and  hear.  And  by  their  standards,  any  display  of  love- 
making,  and  most  emphatically  fellatio,  is  obscene. 
"I'm  here  looking  for  cooperation  from  you." 
We  attempted  to  cooperate  by  discussing  the  issue  — 
but  no  go.  Dialogue  was  most  definitely  not  his  idea 
of  cooperation.  For  him,  the  idea  of  cocksucking  as  an 
act  of  love  between  gay  men,  something  not  even  remote- 
ly prurient,  was  beyond  comprehension. 

"Aw... come  on!  Fellatio  in  print,  not  obscenel?  I  guess 
you  fellas  don't  know  much  about  court  decisions  on  ob- 
scenity." He  was  certainly  right  on  that  score.  And  he 
knew  it.  A  confidence  bom  no  doubt  from  the  certainty 
of  much  experience.  "There's  just  no  way  that  fellatio 
is  not  pornographic." 

His  already  thread-bare  patience  was  wearing  thinner. 
"I  want  a  guarantee  that  all  the  papers  will  be  removed 
from  the  stands."  Snap!  --  the  first  thread  to  go:  an 

ultimatum. 

We  told  him  that  only  the  entire  collective  could  make 
the  decision  to  remove  the  papers,  and  that  it  would 
take  time  to  contact  everyone  involved.  But  he  chose 
to  interpret  this  explanation  as  an  act  of  defiance. 
"Either  you  remove  them  or  we'll  get  a  court  order  and 
confiscate  them".  Which  almost  certainly  meant  as  well 
that  an  obscenity  charge  would  be  laid  against  each  in- 
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editorial 


Thought  Police 


May-June  issue  of  The  Body  Politic  contained  a 
full  page  cartoon  called  Harold  Hedd.  Four  of  its  six- 
teen frames  depicted  the  act  of  fellatio.  Even  a  quick 
glance  would  reveal  the  intention  of  the  artist  was  to 
debunk  some  virulent  nonsense  about  gay  people.  Ke  think 
he  did  it  well,  although  we  were  not  unmindful  of  the 
fact  that  some  people  might  react  negatively  to  such  en- 
thusiastic illustrations  of  sexuality. 

Their  opportunity  to  react  was  short-lived,  however, 
since  all  issues  containing  that  cartoon  have  been  ord- ' 
ered  off  the  newsstands  in  Toronto  --  not  by  an  official 
censoring  body,  but  by  the  police  department's  'morality- 
squad.  In  deciding  whether  or  not  to  defy  this  order 
The  Body  Politic  Collective  had  to  consider  two  factors. 

First  of  all,  Canadian  obscenity  laws  are  as  vague 
as  they  are  broad.  Nowhere  is  obscenity  clearly  defined 
in  the  Criminal  Code.  Those  charged  with  obscenity  have 
absolutely  no  way  of  knowing  whether  they  are  guilty  or 
not  until  the  actual  moment  the  verdict  is  delivered 
Moreover,  the  Code  states  that  "the  motives  of  the  accus- 
ed are  irrelevant".  So  much  for  the  artist's  good  inten- 
tions! 

Secondly,  the  penalties  involved  are  not  solely  leg- 
al ones  (and  they   can  be  as  severe  as  two  years  imprison- 
ment ).    The  cost  of  a  protracted  court  case  can  be  cripp- 
ling, since  in  legal  contests  with  the  crown,  even  a  vic- 
torious defendant  must  pay  the  court  costs.  We  felt  that 
the  loss  of  revenue  resulting  from  seizure  of  the  paper 
and  the  potential  loss  of  outlets  through  adverse  publi- 
city  jnd  police  pressure,  along  with  the  additional  con- 
sumption of  our  time  and  energy,  would  not  be  to  our  ad- 
vantage at  this  time.  To  challenge  the  obscenity  laws  is 
certainly  a  necessity,  but  to  make  it  a  priority  now  is 
another  matter. 

The  role  of  the  police  in  these  matters  is  the  most 
unpredictable.  They  can  lay  charges  no  matter  how  flimsy 
the  case  or  unlikely  the  conviction.  It  seems  clear  that 
the  order  to  remove  The  Body  Politic  from  Toronto  stores 
is  linked  to  the  'clean-up'  of  Yonge  St.  now  being  pub- 
licised by  the  Toronto  media.  And  that  in  turn  is  made 
easier  by  the  campaign  pronouncements  of  a  threatened 
Conservative  government.  Premier  Davis  is  seeking  to 
capitalise  upon  reactionary  prejudices  against  'per- 
missiveness, sex  and  violence'.  The  police,  emboldened 
by  official  sanction,  can  continue  to  order  the  news- 
paper removed.  They  can  charge  newsstand  clerks  or  at- 
tempt to  close  us  down.  They  can  do  any  number  of  things 
until  the  intimidation  has  claimed  its  toll. 

Laws  regulating  'obscenity'  will  always  tend  to  be 
one-sided,  as  long  as  legislated  'morality'  serves  other 
than  moral  purposes.  The  only  way,  for  example,  we  could 
have  won  our  case  was  to  have  established  --  in  the  words 
of  the  Criminal  Code  --  that  "the  public  good  [was] 
served  by  the  acts  that  are  alleged  to  constitute  the 
offense,  and  that  the  acts  alleged  did  not  extend  beyond 
what  served  the  public  good." 

As  even  the  Law  Reform  Commission's  1972  study  paper 
on  obscenity  observed,  as  long  as  there  is  no  comprehen- 
sive definition  of  what  constitutes  'obscenity',  both 
the  jury  and  the  accused  in  such  cases  are  left  at  the 
mercy  of  shifting  and  easily  influenced  public  opinion. 
This  is  a  system  of  censorship,  not  a  system  of  law  and 
should  be  recognised  clearly  as  such.  Given  the  wide 
latitude  of  enforcement  possible  under  the  existing  ob- 
scenity laws,  and  the  ease  with  which  they  can  be  employ- 
ed to  accomplish  other  purposes,  the  potential  danger  to 
gay  publications  should  not  be  underestimated. 

Decades  ago,  George  Orwell  pinpointed  the  essence  of 
the  totalitarian  state.  To  be  a  'decent*  citizen  of  such 
a  state,  it  is  not  enough  simply  to  acquiesce  in  offic- 
ial lies;  nor  is  it  yet  enough  to  knowingly  propagate 
them.  Only  when  she/he  knowingly  BELIEVES  the  official 
lies,  can  the  citizen  escape  the  label  'criminal'.  Such 
a  state  requires  for  its  maintenance  a  standing  army 
which  concerns  itself  not  with  what  people  do  but  with 
what  they  think.  In  Orwell's  fictionalized  account, 
this  army  was  called  the  Thought  Police.  When  we  look 
at  the  Morality  Squad,  can  anyone  be  blamed  for  think- 
ing that  only  the  name  has  been  changed? 
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Kurt  Biller  (188S-1972)   was  a  leader  of  the  Scientific 
4  Humanitarian  Committee,  a  German  gay  rights  organisa- 
tion whose  appearance  in  189?  marked  the  birth  of  the 
gay  liberation  movement.     A  pacifist  and  women's  rights 
advocate,  Hiller  was  obviously  not  opposed  to  alliances 
between  the  gay  struggle  and  other  forces  for  social 
progress.     But  he  warned  gays  against  relying  on  liberal 
'friends'  for  their  rights  and  saw  that  autonomous  gay 
organisation  was  a  prerequisite  to  gay  liberation.    "In 
the  final  analysis",    he  said  "Justice  for  you  will  be 
the  fruit  only  of  your  own  efforts". 


"THE    LIBERATION   OF   HOMOSEXUALS   CAN   ONLY   BE   THE   WORK   OF   HOMOSEXUALS   THEMSELVES"   —    KURT  HILLER, 
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ILL  DO  TOUR  PERSONAL  IN-DEPTH  HOROSCOPE. 
BIRTH  CHARTS  FOR  GAYS  A  SPECIALTY. 
531-7666  or  write  T.  Cook 

225  Albany  Ave. 
TORONTO,  U5R  3C7 


Homosexuality  in  Literature   First  gay  b00k  catalog 

c,  ever  published!  over 

Elysian  Fields  *  700  items  of  scarce,  and  out  of 

Booksellers  .  print  „„veis,  nonficion  and  bi- 

8I-13P  Broadway  »  ographical  works.  $2.  us  please 

Elmhurst,  NY  11373  •  deductable  from  first  order. 
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A  local  committee  of  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  On- 
tario  is  being  formed.   Help  make  Ontario  and  Mississauga 
safe  for  Gay  people.  Organizational  meeting  to  be  held 
late  August  or  September.  YOU  can  help 

Write:    CGRO  MIsslssauea,    c/o  Box  6248,    Station 

A.    Toronto,    Ont..    MSW   1P6 
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Inside  Out  is  a  colum  of  basic  observation,  uMoj,  or. 

The  Gay  Liberation  movement  has  evolved  th*   ,*•«,«„*  ~r 

^  could  be  no  oppression  except   that  imposed  %   £«. 

rt«,  If  "  WCre  P°ssible  for  a"  homosexuals  to  declare 
themselves  at  once,  society  would  be  amazed  at  their  num 
beys;  people  would  have  to  accept  that  homosexuals  Ire 
all  around  them.  "The  comforting  delusion  that  they  Ire 

This  exposure  of  the  truth  about  ourselves  is  our 

PsychCtrlst  .KeaP°n  a83lnSt  thC  Ues  »d  distortions  of 
psychiatrists'  pronouncements.  But  while  gay  people  fear 
dismissal  and  disgrace  if  they  are  known  .J  such  this 
process  is  bound  to  be  slow,  and  until  the  advent  J f  var- 
ious homosexual  organisations  gay  people  have  fet  utter- 
ly  defeated  by  the  need  to  hide  their  identity It  is 

««;«;  t0H^lare  OUrselves  ^   d™**ng  on  our'corporate 
strength.  More  important,  it  is  possible  to  analyse  our 
own  consciousness  to  find  out  why  we  tolerate  and  work 
with  our  oppressors. 

It  is  self-oppression  for  gay  people  to  take  for 
granted  that  they  will  be  ignored  or  insulted  in  news- 
papers and  on  TV,  that  gay  adolescents  will  be  ignored 
or  condemned  in  sex  education,  and  that  the  police  will 
continue  to  get  easy  convictions  on  charges  of  indecent 
behaviour.   More  subtly,  it  is  self- oppress ion  for  us  to 
make  assertions  about  gay  people  which  seek  to  mollify 
a  hostile  world,  as  though  being  homosexual  needed  some 
compensating  quality.   Cay  people  are  probably  no  more 
artistic,  sensitive  or  intelligent  than  anyone  else, 
and  to  parade  a  list  of  famous  names  is  no  help  to  those 
who  are  far  from  famous. 

Worst  of  all  is  the  effort  of  some  gay  people  to 
make  themselves  acceptable  by  trying  to  imitate  a  heter. 
osexual  way  of  life.  One  such  attempt  is  the  plea  for 
legal  recognition  of  homosexual  marriage  --  as  though 
the  rigidity  of  heterosexual  marriage  were  an  ideal  for 
gay  people  to  aspire  to.  Aping  heterosexuality  in  this 
way  only  reinforces  psychiatrists*  views  of  homosexuality 
as  a  distorted  heterosexuality  rather  than  a  life-style 
of  its  own.   Homosexuals  possess  innumerable  ways  in 
which  they  can  live  together  and  relate  to  each  other  and 
have  no  need  to  impose  either  lifelong  contracts  or  sex- 
ual exclusiveness.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  for  hetero- 
sexuals to  learn  from  us  how  stereotyped  is  the  conven- 
tional marriage  with  its  formal  division  of  roles. 

It  is  a  staggering  fact  that  despite  the  obvious 
defects  and  strains  of  the  nuclear  family,  all  so  clearly 
indicated  by  the  very  existence  of  marriage  guidance 
counsellors  and  divorce  courts,  not  to  mention  the  ex- 
plicit exposure  of  its  oppressive  character  by  the  Wo- 
men's Liberation  Movement,  gay  people  are  constantly  bom- 
barded with  propaganda  about  the  joys  of  family  life, 
pitied  for  lacking  it,  and  reproached  for  not  wanting  it. 
They  are  then  attacked  as  ' prose lytisers'  if  they  dare 
to  rejoice  in  their  lifestyle  with  one-tenth  the  vigour 
of  heterosexual  apologists. 

Gay  people  have  little  to  learn  from  and  less  to  im- 
itate in  heterosexual  marriage.  Yet  it  is  this  life- 
style in  which  psychiatry  is  steeped,  and  from  which  its 
values  flow.   Psychiatrists  have  not  made  the  slightest 
effort  to  estimate  the  potential  of  a  homosexual  way  of 
life;  they  are  only  interested  in  its  negative  aspects. 
For  the  young  gay  person  who  is  desperate  for  love  and 
friendship,  but  confused  and  distressed  by  the  hostility 
of  society,  psychiatrists  are  poisonous  time-wasters, 
harping  on  irrelevancies  like  marriage  and  children  and 
talking  specious  rubbish  about  masculinity,  maturity  and 
the  rest  --  nonsense  which,  if  taken  seriously,  can  only 
increase  their  victims'  sense  of  guilt,  isolation  and 
failure. 


Prom  Psychiatry  and  the  Homosexual  by  Andrev  Hodges,   Gay 
Liberation  Pamphlet  no.    J,   London,   1973.      Copies  avail- 
able in  Canada  at  Clad  Day  Books,    13&  Seaton  St,   Toronto. 
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Gay  Community  Effects  Concerted  Effort 
To  Protest  Failures  of  Immigration  Paper 

bv    RHIAJI    UTttftnp         Th«    l.i»    D..<i.. . •  __  ^■aim  _      ^_ 


by   8RIAJC   UOSSOP 


:   Parliamentary 


Committee   currently   hoi-  jt  /  T^ 

'.i.--    Into   the  Green   Paper  1  ^   VA     T^ 

as   been   besieged   by   Cut-  _grf&  l^k,  \^LW  ^^  *> 

ay   connunlty--at    least  t\     r^J*^  .»\1 

in   O'Connell.    the   commit-  I        U  V    Mr* 

n,    seems   to  evaluate   this  ft  ,-C*X* 

tical   solidarity.  fc.,  j\'-**         —  -<  • 


The  Jo 

e  public 

Immigration  has 
da's  organized  gay 
that  Is  bow  Uartli 
tee's  chairperson 

*  of  gay  pol 

From  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  to  Van 
couver.B.C,  groups  have  been  presenting 

times  both,  demanding  the  right  of  gays 
to  legally  enter  Canada.  Presently,  the 

lamlgrat ion  Act  prohibits  such  entry. 

Vancouver  GATE'S  presentation .  while 
not  the  first  to  be  heard,  proved  to  be 
the  most  dramatic,  and  set  the  tone  for 
how  the  committee  was  to  receive  other 
gay  spokespersons. 

O'Connell's  Impatience  with  the  fnct 
that  yet  soother  organization  of  Rays  wai 
scheduled  for  an  oral  presentation  resul- 
ted In  GATE'S  being  relegated  to  the  last 
slot  In  the  evenings  agenda,  despite  the 
fact  that  earlier  It  had  been  assigned 
the  fifth  position. 

Given  only  f've  minutes,  Bob  Cook. 
speaking  for  GATE,  hegan  by  chastising 
the  chairman  for  attempting  to  suppress 
It"  presentation.   O'Connell  was  not  a- 
mused.   lie  admonished  Cook  to  "get  to  the 
point,"   Afterwards,  O'Connell  said  that 
It  seemed  that  five  minutes  was  quite 
adequate  for  GATE'S  purposes. 


Vancouver 
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which  views 
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ntutl. 


>   GATE   appeared 


ell,    she   Justified 

I"1      I     by      .1  |  nine     ,  t)g  i        "\  ag    comrolt- 

1  ■  '    ready   rec  Lved  ml  i  k  Lo.nl    Input 

mi  besides,    the  committee 
ire  getting   tired  of    it."     QATE 
replied    ih^i    m   appearance  before  the 
committee  would  occur  "^  scheduled.   Al- 

'"■ ■      O'Connell'B   attitude    in   Topon- 

Lvl]    una   pol  l  le  . 
On    June  9th.   Toronto 
beforf   the  committee,    s 
BWanl    Purh   Plaza   Hotel ,    amidst    the   excit- 
menl  of   the  roost  organized  show  of  oppo- 

1     1 01    to   the   Green   Paper  anywhere    in    the 
country. 

Hundreds   of   demonstrators   marched   a- 

nue   Road   In    front   of    the   hotel    to 
publlcally   protest    the    'anti-immigrant' 
views   contained   In    the   Green   Paper.      A 
large  contingent  of  gays  carried  signs 


ars 

which  condemned  the  government's 
on  homosexual   Immigrants.      A  chan 
Gays   In" — shouted  by   all    the   dement t rat- 
ors   attrncted   considerable   attention. 

GATE  members  also  distributed  a   leaf- 
lot   stressing   the    fact    that    the  Green   Pa- 
lervatlve  morality 
1  permissiveness'    and    'alien 
mentalities'    us  the  cause  of  Canada's 
social   problems   and   attacks   scientific   sex 

■    on,    racl ally-mixed  nurriai 

tion   and   homosexuality, 

GATE'S   brief   documented   an   actual   case 
of    deportation    last   August    (reported   In 
015.  of  Tie  Body  Politic)   pointing 
that  gays  suffer  dlscrli  ' 
they  do  not  conform  to 
roles   which   result    from 
gal   and  cultural    inequa! 


oted  as  well  that  government  leg- 
in  could  either  reduce  or  reinforce 
Canada,  and  that  its  policy  on 
~.d  be  a  weathervane  for 
itioas  regarding  Cana- 
ular  and  sexism  in 

:tae  question  perion,    Liberal  Robert 
(Don  Valley)  asked  whether  the  gov- 

;   could  and/or   should   be   leading 
opinion  on  such  a  controversial   is- 
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Immigration  Act  on  Gays... 


Gays    fall    under   the   Act') 
Classes''   category.      Part    I, 

precludes   fr-; 


pen 


Iti 


"Prohibited 
section    5 

'  of 


prostitution   or  homosaxuc 
pimp*,    or  persona   coming   to   Can- 
ada  for    then*    or   any    other    inmor- 

irpoaaej 

(f)  persona  ufco  attempt  to  bring 
into  CanaSa  or  procure  prostitut- 
es or  other  persons  for  taa  pur- 
pose of  prostitution,  homosexual- 
ism op   other   inxoral   purposes. .. . 

Part    11.   section  18  reads: 

(el  any  person, 
ti  t'.nn  or 
adiait  domicile , 
sists  in  the  praotio's  of  or  t'har, 
in  tn*  avaits  of  prostitution  or 
homosexualism. . . 

la   subject    to   deportation. 

Ever  since  Canadian  gays  began  to  oi 
'  ganlz*.    tbey  have  demanded  that   these 


refereces   be   dropped    from   the   Act.      Ap- 
art  from  the  obvious  humanistic  arguments 
which  can  be  directed  against   these  sec- 
tions,   gays   have   repeatedly   emDhasized 
that    the   statute   is   incompatible   with    the 
principle,    formulated   in   1969   by   then 
Minister  of  Justice  Pierre  Trudeau,    that 
"the  government   has  no  business  in   the 
bedrooms  of  the  nation."     It   has  no  bus- 
ness    In    the   bedrooms   of   other   nations   as 
well. 

These  sections  also  violate  the  spirit 
if  not  the  letter  of  the  Canadian  Bill  of 
Rights.  Their  continued  existence  and 
enforcement  files  in  the  face  of  the  gov- 
ernment's own  19G6  White  Paper  on  Immi- 
gration which  recommended  that  such  sec- 
tions be  deleted. 

In  section  61,    the  White  Paper  categor- 
ically states   that  homosexuals   "art  not 

true    dangers    to    the    national    interest" 
and   that    "they    therefore    could   be    safe- 
ly  deleted  from   the   epsoifio   list   of 
' ad  persons.  " 
These  arguments  were  first  pressed  on 
rament    in   a   1971   brief,    and   tbey 
have  been  reasserted  on  several  occasions 

slnre    then. 


I  Toronto"] 

Groups   demand  i  Q|    el         ■  ■  n.-    Immigr- 

ation  *ct    include      Canadian   Homophllc   As- 
sociation of  Hsvfoundlind   [St.    John'  i) 
Gay   Friends    < Frederic  tun > ,    Gays   of   OttUI 
Hamllton-McMaster   Homophlle   AaaoolU  Ion 
GATE   (Toronto).    Windsor  Gay   Unity,    Gaya ' 
for   Equality    (Winnipeg).    Sasktoon    I 
munity    Centre,    GATE    (Edmonton),     and    GATF 

(Vancouver).      Quebec  was  represented  by 
the  Civil    Rights  Committee,    composed  of 
Gay   Montreal    Association,    Centre   Homophlle 
Urbaln   De   Montreal    and   Service   D'Entraide 
Pour  Homophlle  A  Quebec. 

NDP  Leaders 
Vacillate 


"Will  each  of  the  candidates  please 
state  her  or  his  stand  on  the  clauses  in 
the  Canada  Immigration  Act  which  are  used 
presently  and  actively  to  bar  from  entry 
into  this  country  homosexual  men  and  wo- 
men, and  on  the  Green  Paper  which  refuses 
to  take  a  stand  on  this  violation  of  the 
human  rights  of  approximately  Id  of  th" 
population'" 

Thii    question   was   put   by   a   representa- 
tive  of   the   Toronto  Gay   Alliance  Toward 
Equality   to   the   six  candidates   for   lead- 
ership  of    the    federal    Xew   Democratic  Par- 
ty at  a  public  meeting  in  Toronto,    atten- 
ded  by  about    250,    mostly  party   faithful 
The    immediate   reaction  was   embarassed 
confusion,   none  of  the  candidates  wanting 
to  be   the   first   to  answer.     One  candidate 
literally    fell   off   of   ble   chair    (it   wan 
precariously   balanced  on   the  platform; 
When    the   six   recovered,    and   the   audi- 
oes settled,    each  candidate  proclaimed 
In   bis  own   way    that    the   prohibit 
"these   people"    (no  one   used   the   word    'ho- 
mosexual') was  unjust  and  should  be  ell- 
Contin&d  on  pa$e  11 


news 


-THE  BOOT  POLITIC  - 


Toronto  women  concerned  with  the 
itate  of  women's  credit  have  applied 
through   the  Ontario  Credit    Union 
League   for  a  charter  from  the  Ontario 
Deportment  of  Consumer  and  Commercial 
delation*.    Approval    is  expected 

\s  of  the   1971   census   there  are 
1,327,520  mm  in  Metro  Toronto, 
27,000  acre  women   thin  ten.    "Women" 
have  never  been  defined  as   a  nttit 
ship  group.      In   the  pajt,    credit  un- 
ion membership  bonds  have  been  based 
on  ethnic  or  church  groups,   workplace 
or  residence.      The  membership  bond 
requested  is   "any   female  in  Metro- 
politan Toronto".      The  bond,    if  ac- 
cepted as  submitted,  will  be  preco- 


First  Prairie  Picket  Held 


Th 

Metropoli 

an   Toronto  Women's 

of  its  kind  In  Canada  with  the 

purpose  of 

providing   financial 

(ardless  of  race. 

il   status. 

Marcia  HcVea.    864-9656. 

MS! 

3RUNSBICK 

CLOSES  ADS   TO 

GAYS 

Attempts  by   Fredorlcton's   gay  or- 
ganliotion  to  place  advert isements 
in  the  five  English-language  dailies 
In  Wen   Brunswick   have  set  with   refu- 
sal. 

Keith  Sly,  spokesperson  for  Gay 
Friends  said  that  the  five  newspapers 
The  Daily  Gleaner  of  Predericton,  The 
Telegraph-Journal  and  The  Tines-Globe 
of  Saint  John,  The  Moncton  Times  and 
The  Moncton  Transcript  were  contacted 
within  the  last  two  months.  The  ad- 
vertisement submitted  for  publication 
read  as  follows,  GAI  PH1EHDS  -  an  or*. 

latum  for  gay  men  and  ucewm. 
Books  and  periodioala  an  kcmoeexwil- 
ity.   Box  4iX,   Frvderioton,   N.B. 

After  many  delays  and  telephone 
calls  Mr.   Sly  was  informed  by  the  ad- 
vertising manager  of  each  paper  that 
"—     d    was  unacceptable. 

rles  Hood,   advertising  manager 
for  The  Daily  Gleaner,   refused  the  ad 
on  the  grounds   that  his  paper  was   'a 
family  newspaper'    and  didn't   carry 
"that  kind  of  stuff. 

All   five  newspapers  ore  owned  by 
the  Irving  family,   who     through  vari- 
ous corporations  arc  involved  in  many 
sectors  of  the  economy  of  the  pro- 

ton^d^  Cari"'  SpCBiing  for  ttle  """t- 
"ood  for  refusing  the  advertisements 
adding  that  'it  was  company  policy'. 
ressed  on  this  point  he  insis- 
ted that  he  made  the  decision  and 

r  papers' . 

reeont  decision  in  the  Supremo 
Court  of  New  Brunswick  reversed  a 
lower  court  verdict  against  the  lr- 
'ing  group  for  operating  a  aonopol) 
tetrimental  to  the  public  benefit. 
Mr.  Sly  said  there  is  no  legal  at 
lion  that  can  be  token  regarding  th 
refusal  of  the  ads  since  the  Ifuman 
Rights  Act  (1971)  of  New  Brunswick, 
.is  counterparts  in  other  pro- 
ts,  ooes  not  prohibit  discrinin 
against  gays. 


oy   DODC  HELLO0IST         Tbe   G.y   Community    Centre 

of   Saskatoon   sent   out   a 

whether   the   candidates   would   support!   leeisln- 

against   discrimination . 

tn.tl^T**  °^'   23  °f   the   18S  candidates   bo- 

recetved    f~m  nol    t.T   "*   ^Bt    ™W**   yet 

received    Iron  politicians   to   the  GCCS. 

me  overwhelming  majority   of   the   candidates 
Z'r^"'^  Predion    for   gay   people    to 
buman   rights    leglslmtion.      Favourable   respon- 
ses .ere   received   from  all   three   parties   In- 
volved  in   the  election:    N.D.P..    Liberal   and 
P-C.       19  of    the   23   responses  were    favourable 
-ltb   9   N.D.P.    candidates.    6   Liberal    candidates 
and   3  P.C.    candidates   supporting   gay   rights 
One    independent   Socialist    candidate* alsl   sup- 
ported  protection    for   gay   people.      The   only 
negative   response  came   from  a   Liberal   candi- 
flmSiSl1?   theh°tber   tbre*   responses   were    from 
cn^fi   "I        *h°  mflde   excuses   as   to  why   they 

""'"    '   °t  wouldn't    reply. 
l.„,*1so'    Q  Dumber  o*  campaign  meetings  in  Sas- 
.^         Z^e  "tended  by  members  of  the  GCCS. 
and   candidates  were  publically  questioned 

^f-.efeir  !tand   QD   8By   rlgbtB-      Sofl*   °'   the 
candidates   who   did   not    reply   to   the  question- 
naire  stated   at    these   public   moetings   that 
they   supported   gay    rights.      A   number  of   poU- 
f,,!fl0^Wh°   b*d  Prev»ously   responded   favourab- 
ly   to   the   question   of   gay    rights    in    the   past 
d:d      ?!    reply    this    time.      Thus,    there  were 
supported   pay 


Saskatoon   experienced   ir.   n      i 
the   day   before   the  Villi,         ,  ', 1Tst   ™*   Picket 

peTr^~rZT^T.T-  .         -'  '   response   to   the   pa- 

nix's   dlscrlnl      .?  P      ,eal    the   St.r-Poo.. 

p««  .»  „,,,  „  „  „.,,„,  ,„;  ;i.«t«; 

3  had  responded  to  the  quoatlon- 
to  draw  attention  to  the  lack  of 
r  gay  people  in  buman  rights  le- 


■   paper 


appear   i 


right* 


Saskatoon       ) 


The  GCCS 
sultB  to  be  significant.  Depending  on  who 
*ins  the  election,  and  on  the  basis  of  those 
politicians  who  have  already  Indicated  their 
support  at  one  time  or  another,  there  may  well 
be  a  majority  of  IILA's  In  the  house  who  sup- 
port gay  rights.  The  GCCS  therefore  intends 
to  mount  an  extensive  campaign  to  have  "sexual 
orientation"  Included  in  human  rights  before 
the  new  legislature  sltB. 

Since  the  N.D.P.  won  a  reduced  majority  In 
the  election,  it  would  now  appear  that  the 

Ignore  us  much  longer.   They 
s  our  rights  with- 


candldati 
na  ire.  s< 
protect  1< 
glslatloi.. 

The  ad  was  submitted  to 
5th   and  the  paper  agreed  t„ul 
on  June  7tb.   When  the  ad  did  I 
promised   the  paper  was  approach 
that'thev  en  h"pPenod-   The  paper  cUimea 
had  not  Lf°  J?  a°\   priQt  the  ftd  because  they 
the  o.nrtTS  .      signed  questionnaires  from 
signeS  question   7"°°  ^   0CCS  took  ^wn  the 
,.rt  ^7,,  i3    .     "Ire6  tnp>'  *or<'  'old  that  the 
aa  could  not  appear  because  the  candidate- 

"1,1   llllr,. "fa°"-    »"l«»'8"  tl>»  du.sUop- 

k -di1;:^.""" ,b" "» "■»»•  ~«" 
.dv."'u^.,j;P:r^.;fi;.p..dbMs-r;fSaBSi 

p,,  f,5   d*   <Three  days  before,  the  local 

•r:;    ■-'-l"--:::,r:::;;::r:l"!;;l;;' 

strongly  opposed,  based  upon  a  telephone 

The  GCCS  interpreted  this  as  a  blatant  art 
of  discrimination  and  a  further  attempt  to 
suppress  news  about  the  gay  community    A  Die 
ket  was  hastily  organized  and  support'was  re- 
celved  from  the  Saskatoon  Womens'  Centre,  Sas- 
Centre   who   "borallon-  "<  Saskatoon  People's 
Lent re.  who  sent  representatives  to  march  on 
the  Picket  line.   Support  was  also  obtained 
from  the  Saskatoon  Legal  Assistance  Clinic 
filghtlT  Sftakatc,le"1,D  Association  on  Human 

The  mood  on  the  picket  line  was  happy  as  it 

haH    h,!^8Vime  thal  moat  of  tne  8»y  people 
had  publicly  demonstrated  as  openly  gap.   The 
march  received  coverage  from  moat  of  the  local 
news  media  and  a  reporter  from  the  Star  Phopnl^ 
interviewed  the  plcketers.         


NDP  Resolutions  OK's  Rights 

Harold   Desmarais   --   chairnpronn   „r   om.,.1.,  ^J 

Gay   Unity   and   a   New   Demo^atiTSarty 'de   egate         '«   ""J^.tloj.  W 

representing   the   Riding   ABSnri.t^.   J  .Tr:"  Ab  *el1.    »*   the   South   Western   Ontario   Re- 


Gay   Unity   and   a   New   Dei 
enting 

Sandwich    to   the  Natl' 

peg    (July   4-7)   where 

will   be   elected   —   hi 

passage   of   a   resolut 

Green   Paper   on    Immigi 

end   discrimination   against    gays. 

At   a   May   25th   meeting  of   the   assoclat 

be   introduced   the   resolution   which   reads 
WHEREAS  the  Green  Paper  on  Immigration 
presented  on  February  3,   1975  puts  forth 


'  federal  lea. 
iceeded  In  ob 
licb  condemns 


)  South  Westi 
gional  Conference  of  the  NDP  on  Hoy  Utb,  Mr. 
Desmarais  succeeded  in  securing  passage  of 
two  resolutions  which  could  potentially  have 
a  far-ranging  significance  for  Ontario's  gay 
population.  Later  on  Bay  24th,  tbe  Wlndsor- 
Sandwlcb   Riding  Association   also   passed    the 


blems  in  Canada 
migrants,  and 
WHEREAS  this  allegatii 
unfounded  and  shifts  : 
from  the  real  causes  i 
problems  facing  Canad: 
WHEREAS  this  type  of  , 
and  promotes  dissensii 


t  the  major  economic  pro- 


ing  caused  by  i 


Windsor        ) 


WHEREAS 

nored  certain  i 


Green  Paper  has  also  ig- 

ndations  which  were 
■ode  in  the  1966  White  Paper  on  Immigra- 
tion which  stated:  "...such  people  (ho- 
mosexuals) ore  not  true  dangers  to  the 
national  interest...  and  they  therefore 
could  safely  be  deleted  from  the  speci- 
fic list  of  prohibited  persons."  (Sec- 
tion 61). 

THEREFORE   BE    IT  RESOLVED  that   the  New 
Democratic  Party  opposes  the  implemen- 
tation of  this  Green  Paper  as  the  basis 
of  Canada's   immigration  policy  and  calls 
fOT  the  presentation  of  a  new  document 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Canadian 

Id  bis  capacity  as  an  official  delegate  to 
the  Convention,    he  plans   to   Introduce   tbe   re- 
solution  onto   tbe   floor   of    the  meeting    for   de- 
bate.     If   successful,    It   mill   nark   tbe   first 
occasion   in  which  a   resolution  dealing  with 
discrimination   against   gay   people  mill   have 
been   brought    before   a   national   political   body 


The   first   "Cay   Bights   Resolution"   calls 
upon   the  Ontario   NDP   to   adopt   an   activist   po- 
sition   In    the   struggle   to   incorporate   "sexual 
orientation"   into   the  Ontario   Human   Rights 
Code.      It    reads: 

THEREFORE  BE   IT  RESOLVED  that   the  Ontario 
Hew  Democratic  Party  actively  supports 
an  amendment  to  the  Ontario  Human  Right* 
Code  which  would  include  "sexual  orienta- 
tion" as  a  factor.       "Sexual  orientation" 
could  be  defined  as  "specifically  inclu- 
ding, but  not   limited  to.   heterosexuallty , 
Mscxuallty.  and  homosexuality." 
Tbe  second  resolution:    tbe    "John  Domieo  De- 
fence  Resolution"   calls   upon   the   Provincial 
rge  an  official   investigation 
■■ernment    Into   the   firing  of   John   Da- 
mien   by   the  Ontario   Racing  Commission,    an   agenc) 
of   the   Ministry   of   Consumer   and   Commercial   Rela- 
tions.     The   commission's   chairman,    Charlea   Kac- 
Naugbton.    admitted   that   Damien.    a   commission 
racing   steward,    was   fired   because  he    is   a   homo- 

Tbe   importance  of   tbe  passage  of    tbe    two 
resolutions    11-r*    In    tbe   fact    that    they   bow  go 

Resolutions   Committee  of    the  Ontario 
New   Democratic   Party,    which  means   that    at    the 
next   Provincial    Convention   tbey   could   become 
official  party  policy,    tbum  < 
political  bridgehead   in  the  long   1 
Human   Rights  protection   for  gay  people 


Ontarlc 


ting   a   mtrong 

fight    to   gain      I 
people. 


•  THI  80CT   POLITIC  • 


'Education'  vs  Being  Gay 


by    MICHAEL    RIOXDON         Th<-    Ontario    Educational 

Coassunlcatlons   Authority 
(Cbanowl     19)    dropped    ■    atlnkboab    In    the    pro- 

'  i  iv.  or  Hot  To  Bo",  broadcast  Id  the 
■■"«  The  Quiet  Furies",  on  mental  illness 
(Hay   <J).      It   mi   purchased   from   the   University 


,;   Kiel 


[fan  . 


id    'final    no: 

Id   predictions  of 

imprimatur 

even   ax    freedom  of 


.nteoto.  homosexuals  ci 
■  love,  only  -luperrici; 
tbe   homosexual    tries    i 


KilTtT?!      5*  Pr""ured   «"■«!    to   I.J.    lbe 

f"  ;«it  .si  f^.K*?'r:™f  ••  •»*  •>«-■•»-.. 

IO   "u    t0e   truth  At    least   until    .„-   ... 

J.K    I  ?"~'ti««.  tt«  ti»«  R.gio.,,1  i,;;; 

nil  Xf«'£4""  "'  3S0  *s=  2«i  -  »".  .h.. 


guilt'  Is  suicide.  Tbe  sa 
on'  for  homosexuals,  the  s 
I   hopeless   lives,    given   th 

clal '  educational  televl 
li  'I    as   teaching,    o: 

speech,    only   as   1 


Toronto     ) 


to 


lOnul 
ecently   denied 


the   Oman. 


rnment 's    television 
Ived  operating  grants  of  over 
H    dollars    In    1B72-73,    increasing 
201    in    1673-74    to   nearly   thirteen      ,,j    , 
half   milit.'ii         It    reaches   over   400,000   viewers 
period). 

"Tbs.1     i .,ii       ...  i  n.,, it.   possible   doubt. 

Ll  -respect  of  some,  helgbt- 
.  J  ih.  tear*  of  others,  fueled  the  prejudi- 
i.   m   many,    and   genuinely   Informed   no  one." 

'    to   OECA   Chairman   Ronald 
Toronto  Gay   Alliance   Toward   Equality 
demanded    that    the   program  be   withdrawn   and 

ihown  again.  Ide  rei  " 
gram  mis  purchuned  some  til 
attitudes  towards  homosexui 
bly  In  recent  yeai 
ot  having  hud  the 
been  done. 


by   ED  JACKSON        Members  of   GATE*! 

committee  i 
access   to   Cawtbra   Park  Secondary   I. 
Ulssissauga   (part    of    the  Peel   County   School 
Board).      Invited   to   talk   about    homosexuality 
«   P»rt   of    the   traditional   end-of-year  open 
houee.    the   speakers  were    Informed   at   tbe   last 
moment   by   teacher  Bob  Garthson    that    they    »r>uiQ 
not   be   allowed   to   come. 

Gartbsoa   reported   that    the   principal,    Allan 
Pleasance.    overheard   the   event   being   discussed 
by   a   group  of   teachers   and   Immediately    inter-- 
ersed   the   approval    given 


rll 


■  sam 


by  the 


nclpal . 
ct  that 


led  that  tbe  pro- 
l  ago.  "views  and 

iiy  have  changed 
i,  and  we  were  re- 
tries erased." 


M  I  n 


.ctloi 


..   _   program  has 
'"  ■  '■    broadcast    Is    too   late    to   prevent    damnge 
represents  iv.s   of   GATE,    The  Body   Politic,    and 

' »    "Diversity  Gay   Alliance  niot   with   Dr. 

11     KM    '       Superintendent   of   Open   Sector 

'''■"■ '  "      "Jult   programming),    in   a   move 

toward    IfiMii.n.   in,:    |,r.,,Tanis  on   gay   people   be- 
fore   they   are   broadcast,    even   before   they   are 

prod 

In  another  program,  on  Vt>,  the  only  comment 
foi  i '.i\  'lowers  was:  homosexuals  won't  go  to 
TO   tin ice  because  they're  afraid  of  losing 
thi  Ll   lobs  I   On  the  other  hand,  a  recent  human 
■■■  ■Mjuliiy  special  on  NET  (tbe  U.S.  soulvalant 
of  OF.CA)  spoke  of  homosexual 
human  sexual  expression  equi 
hoterosexunllty.   Dr.  Keast  claimed  he  was 
there  "to  tell  the  truth",  not  "to  do  n  sel- 
ling Job  on  homosexuality" .   He  mentioned 
proudly  two  shows  on  the  subject  to  be  broad- 
almost  complete,  in  a 


i  a  form  of 


'Voutl 


nfluei 


familiarly  with  drugs,  alcoholism, 
Includes  an  interview  with  a  psychi- 
atrist who  claims  to  have  'cured'  two  out  of 
our  ol  his  homosexual  patients.  The  other, 

LOW   to  production,  one  of  IS  programs  OB 
human  sexuality,  starring  local  civil  rights 
1  June  Collwood.  already  shows 
gns  of  1950's  mentality,  reflected  in  Call- 
od's  search  for  a   nice  male  couple  who  have 
t  up  house  just  like  heterosexuals. 


homosexui 

moral  Issue",  and  therefore  the  invitation 
QUlrc  parental  approval 
M,.  principal  said  be  wished  to  avoid  the 
PU>11.  .  ty  which  arose  out  of  a  similar  loold- 
eut  *n  nearby  Hal  ton  County.   Thnre,  as  a  re- 
sult of  gay  people  from  Hamllton-UcUn ■, ,  . 
mophile  Association  speaking  at  a  school   an 
Irate  group  of  reactionary  parents  and  funda- 
mentalist clergymen  formed  the  'Renaissance 
lommlttee   to  combat  what  they  saw  as  moral 
corruption  and  the  spread  of  secularism  in 

The  committee  Is  pressing  for  ■  directive 
from  tbe  board  barring  homosexuals  from  speak- 
ing anywhere  In  the  Hulton  County  system 

Garthson  discussed  the  action  of  the  prin- 
cipal with  his  students  after  tbe  incident. 
He  reported  that.  In  general ,  they  bad  been 
looking  forward  to  talking  to  gay  people. 
They  had  many  unanswered  questions  which  they 
hoped  would  be  resolved. 

Students  in  the  school  system  experience  a 
great  sense  of  powerlessness,  Garthson  said 
Although  disappointed  by  the  principal 
bltrary  move,  their  only  foi 
the  lament   "What  can  we  do 
to  us.   We're  only  students 
that  students  are  able  to  g 
to  their  feelings  of  rebell: 
ways,  but  they  are  not  glvei 
come  aware  of  their  collect; 
protest. 

The  problem  may  be  partially  circumvented 
next  year.  Garthson  hopes,  with  a  parental 
approval  procedure.   This  means  that  only 
those  students  whose  parents  give  consent  wil] 
attend  the  class  at  which  gay  people  are  in- 
vited to  speak.   Other  students  will  be  per- 


action  was 
Nobody  listens 
Garthson  feels 
some  expression 
in  individual 
he  chance  to  be- 
potentlal  for 


Union  Action  Protects  Gays 


by   HAROLD  DESktARAIS        The  Human   Bights   Commit 
tee  of  Local    195  or   the 
United   Auto  Workers   has   requested    that    all    Its 
Plant   Units   review   the   "no   discrimination" 


ter   to   ; 

da  tagati 

that    al 
■ordsd 


Windsor  ~] 

'•  '   ■  I'.i  r~  in   L.  :■=  r-u-fcirson.  in  :>  I .,  r - 
11  plant  chairmen  and  general  council 


Presently,  Windsor  Gay  Unity  Is  compiling 
an  up-to-date  list  of  all  the  labour  organiza- 
tions in  the  Windsor  area.   When  It  Is  comp- 
lete, a  letter  will  be  sent  out  asking  for 
their  support  by  passing  similar  resolutions 
regarding  "no  discrimination"  clauses.   An  in- 
formation packet  on  gays  will  also  be  inclu- 
ded. 

Since  Windsor  is  essentially  a  labour  town 

;  collar  workers  un- 

—  ibis  endeavor  would 

be  a  benefit  to  hundreds,  possibly  thousands. 

rorkers.   Many  white  collar  workers  are 

ered  by  contracts. 


with  about  85%  of 


of  gay  t 


"Our  Committee  is  suggesting 
crimination"  clauses  be  so 
following  Items  be  included: 
:e.  sea.  age.  religion  or  creed,  national 
-lgln,  sexual  orientation,  political  affilia- 
U».    Previously,  "sexual  orientation"  bad 
it  been  included. 

"No  discrimination"  clauses  are  written  into 
•n tract  agreements  that  are  signed  by  minage- 
•nt  and  labour,  and  which  are  legally  binding 
i  both. 


Defend 
John  Damien! 

Sand  iXKtriiiuti'jmji  to 
THE  COtMTEE  TO  DEFEND  JOHN  DAKIEK 
Box  117  Station  V.  Toronto.  Ontario 


news 


nuui  DnmuTiM  i  van 

|    FOR  SECOND  ANNUAL  COMTTJlXftCI 


has  calM 

tiooi   icnis   the   thTM   BTslrli 

vincet  on  June   .'*.      TTie   actions   * 
to  protest   the   fallui 


.■,,.„; 


clauses    in  the    [a* 

■ 

liferent*  to  i 
-  i      The  eoaferuoa  1S 

[    ted  to  launch  a  national   (iv   i 


,M> 


EJaonton   confrrrtKe  »<    men- 
4eJ  by   JS   repre.pntitiv,,   froa  ,»y 
or£arTi;«tloiii    in   EdaOMOn, 
■tnalptf,   Brandon  and  Cilfiry  ti  vrtl 
"  ■'Wers  of  the  Younj  Social  1st* 

LaSfUS    for  Socialist   *(tl<m, 
Diicusiion   tool  place  on  caviiirni 
for  tin    . . 

wort  m  iht.  \nr.     Morkahopl  hi«  hold 
on  s  vjii.i. 

I   cowine  sonth*  gov 
I  '  )    '■.-   (Tv. i  hi  Inj   hrlcf%    iu 
I  'i     tolnt   Cowalttsa   ot.    lawi 
try.   and 
■     |S)I    Krouii>    in   |0sa 
of  thr  isalli  i    ■■,  ,   .  ,. 

nferancs  tiectdod  to  build  th* 
..     . 

coploi  for  Z0<   anJ   tubacrlpl | 

SI. SO  for  b  iiiu»i  can  be  pui    hi 

fros  Cay  Ho,t,   Ki  Bo>   (no;, 

s«»-  fro»  Lawjf.  OULLENCl 


Oeipite  the  Ontario  Tories   votor 
probless,    they   still    foci    they're    in 

■■        ■■     b«     ;-..■!. ,|..l,    I    . 

At   a  recent   onnunj    convention  of 
Ontario's   Young  PC's,    „„    lnforBat  Ion 

psekei  bore  th(-  title  'Th«  I 

tic'.   Khcn  ■  diligent  Iwperti 
■inded  the.  of  the  nose's  W  connoc- 

Mon.  tha  IPC  presldtnt,  John  Tory, 

rppllcd,    "No.   Me're  not    tooUni    bl 

the  hoaosciual    vote." 

LEGAL  JOCKEYING  BEGINS  IN  DA- 
MIEN DISCRIMINATION  CASE 

The  John  Oaalen  defence  story  tool 
On  another  dimension  recently.  For- 
■erly  a  racing  stcunrd  for  the  Ontar- 
io Racing  CoowUision,  Duaien  «oi  fir- 
ed for  being  gay.  His  attorney. 
Harry  Kopyto,  filed  suit  against  both 
the  Cowsission  and  various  involvoJ 
indlvijuals,  seeking  a  total  settle- 
sent   of  11   Billion. 

The  defendants  have   responded. 
Their  attorneys  asked  the  court  to 
strike  portions  frow  Oanlcn's   'stote- 
scnt  of  clois',  particularly  the 
clais  that  his  firing  represented   m 
,inti-Say  bias  on   the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants.    This   legalistic  delaying 
tactic  was  partially  successful. 

The  Master  (HcBride)  of  the  court 


Ulsd   t 


■J   .. 


should  b 

dered  that  other  claims  bn  istalnwd. 
Kopyto  is  appealing  the  decision. 
He  believes  thot  there  is  aaple  pub- 
lic evidence  of  an  anti-gay  prejudice 
to  -in  a  reversal  of  the  firs 
ision.     He  also  believes  that  Daiden's 


fllsi 


I  say  I 


I    IS' 


stance  of  gay  disc 
is  practiced  by  the  Conwussion  and 
the  Ontario  Jockey  Club.  In  fact. 
Kopyto  interpreted  the  defendants' 
action  as  a  aeons  to  prevent  other 
cases  of  prejudicial  firing  fros  cos 
ing  into  the  open. 


Micfuel  Cassidy. 
NOP  HL*  has  becoae 
Coaw.it  tee   to  defend  Jor. 

r.dicated  his 

the  Inclusion  of  ihc 

orients tlsn" 

Ughts  Code  in  a  letter  he  tent 

to  Ontario  Attorney  General  John 

CleaKnt. 


THE  BOOT  POLITIC   ' 


news 


City  Cracks  Down 


from  GAY    TIMES  Ga£   Timet.,    a    new    ang- 

lophone   publication, 
alerted   the   Montreal   gay   community    to   tbe 
(act    that   a   police   crackdown   designed   to 
clean-up    the   city's   gay   life   before   the 
1976   summer  Olympics  appears   to  be    In 
proyran . 

The   paper   cited   d  police   raid  on   the 
Sauna  Aquarius  oo   February   4tb   as    tb._- 
first   nn    In    the   campaign.      Thirty-five 
people  wr*  arrested  and   charged  with   be- 
iJ-lns"    In   a   baady   house.      (Sub- 
sequently:   three   men  were   killed   by   a 
(Ire  which   gutted   tbe  Aquarius   —   tbe 
work  of   an   arsonist.      The  police   are  say- 


[  Montreal"] 


Further  evidence  < 

-Three  raids  on  the  Rocambole,  a  popu- 
lar dance  club,  supposedly  for  violation 
of  fire  regulations,  which  means,  over- 
crowding.  Patrons  were  ordered  to  -leave 

"  squads  have  been  making  increa- 
singly regular  'visits'  to  Bud's,  Baby 
Pace,  Taureau  d'Or  and  Chez  Pernand  -  all 
gay  bars. 

-There  have  been  at  least  40  arrests  In 
tbe  washroom  of  Place  Vllle  Marie,  where 
undercover  agents  are  operating.   That 
the  police  do.  In  fact,  use  plalnclothes- 
roen  to  entrap  gays  was  recently  confirmed 


>eetlng  between  tbe  Gay  Times  col- 
lective and  Lt.  Larry  Levis,  Qlfioer-In- 
Charge  of  Public  Relations  for  tbe  Mon- 
treal Urban  Community  Police  Department. 
Also  under  surveillance  are  the  washrooms 
In  Place  Bonaventure.  Place  du  Canada. 
tbe  Laurent i an  Botel ,  tbe  YJICA,  and  tbe 
Bay. 

Gay  Times  has  been  in  contact  with  a 
source  close  to  the  MUC  Police  Department 
which  claims  that  a  gay  clean-up  see 
does  exist.  The  overall  strategy  Is  de- 
signed to  frighten  gays  from  frequenting 
public  places  where  Olympic  tourist:-  in 
llkmlj  to  be,  particularly  downtown  lion- 

Accordingly,  a  number  of  policemen  have 
undergone  special  training  for  the  cam- 
paign.  Some  officers  assume  a  homosexual 
part,  while  others  practice  handling  dif- 
ferent situations  which  an  undercover 
agent  might  encounter.   Individuals  who 
appear  to  be  most  easily  Intimidated  have 
been  singled  out  as  primary  targets. 

The  tactical  design  of  the  plan  calls 
for  a  weekly  series  of  raids  on  baths  and 
bars  for  the  purpose  of  questioning  and 
harassing  patrons.   During  tbe  summer 
months,  a  quiet  period  is  planned,  with 
harassment  to  be  resumed  thereafter. 
On  a  fall  weekend,  simultaneous  raids  on 
a  number  of  gay  spots  are  to  be  conducted 

Gay  Times  Is  requesting  anyone  who  en- 
counters or  hears  of  examples  of  police 
intimidation  to  contact  them  at  159  Pine 
Ave  E.  ,  Apt  1.  Montreal.  Quebec. 


Conference  Ignores  Needs  for  Politics 


The   Saskatoon   Women'; 


Cent) 


i  was   ropre 
n   meeting   held   In 
Ottawa  on   May   2nd   regarding   tbe  World 
Conference  of   the   International   Women's 
Tear   to   be   held   in   Hexlco   In   June. 

It  was  the  only  Women's  Centre  repre- 
sented. The  other  thirty-eight  present 
included  the  Imperial  Order  Daughters  of 
the  Empire,  the  Catholic  Women's  League. 
tbe  Girl  Guides  of  Canada,  the  National 
Fanners   Union,    and   the   like. 

Tbe  meeting   was   called  on   short   notice, 


Cambell,  MP  from  South  Western  Novi 
of  tbe  delegation  to  Mexico  and  coi 
stand-in  for  Labour  Minister  Marc  1 
She  left  Immediately  after  her  opei 
remarks,  while  Mb.  Gelber  bad  the  < 
to   stay   until    after   the  workshlps. 


Ottawa 


eprei 


:atlvi 


i  Mexico  delegates 


working  pape: 

did  not  stay  for  the  i 

the  Canadian  World  Plan  of  Action  had  I 

ready  been  written  and  published. 

Sylva  Gelber,  director  of  tbe  Women's 
Bureau  and  delegate  to  Mexico,  chaired 
the  meeting.  Ms.  Gelber,  in  her  Intro- 
ductory remarks,  explained  that  social! 
countries  are  more  oppressive  to  women 
than  western  democracies.  When  asked  I 
specify  wblcb  countries  she  was  referring 
to,  she  refused  to  answer  on  tbe  grounds 
that  she  was  making  a  general  statement. 

AIbo  leading  the  meeting  was  Colleen 


:.t 


Tbe  discussions  centered  mostly  around 
attitudes';  words  like  "abortion"  and 
working  class'  were  never  used,  although 
he  term  'non-middle  class'  was  heard  a 
ew  tiroes.   The  government  decided  not  to 
:et  Involved  with  Item  8  of  the  agenda 
'hlcb  read:   "The  involvement  of  women 
n  strengthening  International  peace  and  - 
llminating  racism  and  racial  dlscrimln- 
"  It  was  thought  too  controversial. 
In  its  World  Plan,  Canada  recommends 
lminatlon  of  discrimination  on  tbe 
of  marital  status,  something  not 
n  effect  in  Canada.   Several  other 
Loos  similarly  un implemented 


in  this  country  were  also  suggested. 

Some  of  us  at  the  meeting  experienced 
difficulty  in  formulating  suggestions  for 
international  action  when  so  little  has 
been  done  on  the  national  level.   When 
expressed,  this  sentiment  was  greeted 
with  a  gasp.   When  we  tried  to  point  out 
that  the  cause  of  women's  oppression  and 
the   obstacles  to  liberation  are  economic, 
we  were  frowned  upon  and  the  topic  was 
not  discussed  further. 

Tbe  conference  demonstrated  once  again 
that  the  Government  of  Canada  has  no  in- 
tention of  making  the  fundamental  changes 

leviate  the  oppression  of  women  in  Canada. 
It  continually  refuses  to  deal  with  such 
Issues  as  equal  pay  for  work  of  equal 
value,  universal  access  to  quality  child- 
care,  repeal  of  abortion  laws,  safe  and 
effective  birth  control  for  all.  etc. 

Instead  it  wastes  S5  million  on  an  ad- 
vertising campaign  that  deals  witb  only 
the  symptoms  of  women's  oppression,  and 


nted. 


Gays  Support  Rally 


The  'Women  Unite:  May  10th  March' 
drew  over  1,200  participants,  of  which 
nearly  one  hundred  were  lesbians  and  gay 
men.   The  demonstration  was  called  to 
publicize  the  real  need^  of  women — equal 
pay  for  equal  work,  abortion  on  demand, 
free  daycare  facilities,  educational  op- 
portunities, repeal  of  discriminatory 
tion —  as  against  tbe  expensive 
($5  million)  of  the 
Women' s  Yeor. 


legislation —  as  against  I 
political  showpiece  (55  m: 
government ' s  Internationa! 


Fired  by  the  news  that  tbe  police  had 
arbitrarily  denied  the  use  of  Yonge 
Street  —  traditionally  the  parade  route 
for  demonstrations,  like  Eaton's  annual 
Thanksgiving  Doy  parade  —  the  marchers 
chanted  as  one  tbe  slogans  of  the  demo: 
'Women  must  control  their  fate,  Not  tbe 
church  and  not  the  state';  while  each 
contingent  registered  its  own  notice: 
Gay  Rights  Now!'  among  them. 


tart  .;"  i^.  mm 


GAY  TIDE 

1    2142   Yew  St.      Vancouver      B.C. 

11   for  six  issues. 

IS    for  a  sin-issue  importing  idbfcxipl 

Ml   papers   sent    in 
plain  -rapper. 

Toronto 


Onlookers  were  leafletted  witb  flyers 
detailing  tbe  case  of  John  Dam 1*0.  a  for- 
mer employee  of  the  provincial  government 
fired  because  of  hie  homosexuality,  and 
tbe  demands  of  the  gay  liberation  move- 
ment in  general.   Reception  was  good. 

Tbe  highlight  of  the  march,  which  ex- 
tended for  more  than  five  block*.  wau»  tbe 
spirit  of  the  gay  women.   Always  starching 
together  arm-in-arm,  often  bugging,  dan- 
cing and  kissing,  they  showed  the  force 
of  lesbian  pride  and  solidarity.   Their 
actions  evidenced  the  growing  strength 
of  lesbian  feminism. 


r 


Witch  Hunt  Extends  to  Court 


by  MH  DAYmA*    Tbe  Ottawa  witch  Hunt  appears 
lo  be  continuing.   Police  sur- 
»r.d  harassment  of  guys  Id  local 
parka  la  00  the  Increase.   In  on..-  recent  loci- 
dent  at  Kepean  Point,  Ottawa's  most  popular 
'fay  park,  a  member  of  Gays  of  Ottawa  Happened 
upon  a  scene  therr  two  officers  were  In  the 
process  of  arresting  four  men  00  charges  of 
gross  indecency.   One  of  the  men  appeared  to 
be  only  an  innocent  by  tit  totter. 

The  GO  member,  Vvoo  Thlvlcrge,  protested 
this  Injustice,  and  wan    puoihi.-d  In  the  face 
and  charged  with  obstructing  a  police  officer. 
He  In  turn  Is  laying  charges  of  assault . 
The  two  morality  squad  officers,  Dett . 

id  Uethot.  are  the  some  policemen  who 


charges  they  wish  to  ]„  • 
Pat  "  ' 


h..v. 


the  i 


of  18 
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nvolvlng 

GO  has 

subsequent ly 
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park  varoln 

the  are 
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ngerous . 

A  sec 

ret  depart- 

1   of    thi 
supposedly   being  carried   out. 

Ki.'inwhi  lo    the   preliminary   bearings   against 
no  vera  I   of   the    16   alleged   customers  have   begin 
and  will    not   be   completed  before   the   fall.      A 
publication   ban   bas   been   placed   on    the   pro- 

Thun    for   one   person   has   pleaded   guilty   to 
"  ID decency   and   has   been   given   an   eight 

-*"*   suspended   i 


WcConn.     La    considering    laying   a    Sun 
malicious   prosecution   against    the  police. 

Cays  ol   Ottawa,    along  with   The  Body   Politic 
and  other  groups,    have   demanded   a   full    Inqun 
Into  police   practices   in   the   arrests        The 
Attorney-General.    John   Clement,    has   replied 
with   a   rerusal.      In    Identical    letters   sent    tc 
tbis   paper,    GO   and   KLA   Michael   Cassldy      who 
had   also   called   for   an    Investigate 
stated:    "1    suppose    that   the   very   detestable 
and   depraved  nature  of   the   alleged  operatloo 
to  a    large  extent   generated   the   attendant 
publicity.      Whiie   the   police  nay   have   release 
Information    to   the   news   media.    It   was   the 
media's    decision    and    respone ibl 1 1 ty    is    to    aha 
would   be   published.      It   has   been   standard  pra 
tlce    for   the  police    to   release    information   co 
cerning   charges    laid  by   them   and    to   me    It   see 
both   Illogical    and   Incomprehensible   to   sugges 
lat    individuals   charged  with   corrupting   youo 
should   enjoy   any   special    immunity    from 
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He  continued,  "So  far  a 
police  Is  concerned.  It  t 
should  be  criticized  for 
prohibits  the  corruption  . 
veattgatloo  in  question  b 
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vicious  operat 
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been  a  matter  of 
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individual  must  agree.   The 
the  young  boys'  Involved  is  this 
on  well  may  be  Incalculable, 
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their  involvement  in  the  matter.   The  vigilant 
efforts  or  the  police  deserve  commendation 
rather  than  censure.   So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
there  Is  no  need  for  an  inquiry  and  there  -ill 
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In  a  press  release  GO  stated  that  thi 
represented  an  "out  and  out  disregard  for 
either  the  facte  of  the  case  or  for  the  Hvob 
of  tbe  individuals  involved."   The  release  al- 
so condemned  tbe  double  standard  of  police 
officers  In  that  clients  In  heterosexual  pros- 
titution cases  are  seldom  charged  even  when 
young  girls  are  Involved.   A  recent  Calgary 
case  demonstrated  this  when  young  women  were 
charged,  but  their  customers  were  not. 

GO  has  scheduled  a  meeting  with  Ottawa  mayor 
Lorry  Greenberg,  head  of  the  Ottawa  police 
commission,  to  further  press  for  an  investi- 
gation.  GO  will  also  appear  before  the  Ontario 
Press  Council  In  Toronto  in  August  to  press 
their  complaint  against  the  Ottawa  Citizen  for 
f  the  affair. 


sensational  1st ic  coverage 

A  special  fund  has  been  esi 
pay  legal  fees  for  those  defend 
having  financial  troubles  and  fi 
1  gay  people 


by   the 


imlm 


tions  can  be  made  to  tbe  'Warren  Zufelt  Memo- 
rial DeTence  Fund',  c/o  Gays  of  Ottawa,  Box 
2919,  Station  D,    Ottawa,  Ontario. 


GO  Presses  for  Civic  Rights 


Gays 


'   Ott 


the  1 


letter  < 
Control 


.if  a  campaign 

.- .»-■■  City  Council  Resolution 

ilmilar  to  the  one  passed  by  Toronto  City  Coun- 
cil In  October  1973,  which  bars  discrimination 
>o  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  the  blr- 
ng  and  firing  of  municipal  employees. 

-\  in  the  process  of  contscting  city  al- 
o  circulate  a  brief  to  this  end  when  a 
f  support  sent  to  the  Ottawa  Board  of 
by  the  Quakers  resulted  In  a  premature 
u.scu^sion  of  the  question  by  the  Board. 

Ihe  Board  referred  the  question  to  Bob  Wil- 
fKD;  ?'r^50r  °f  personn^l  *°d  he  reported 
that  be  did  not  feel  that  homosexuals  should 
be  hired  in  areas  dealing  with  children. 

Wilson  subsequently  did  a  CBC  Radio  inter- 
view where  he  expressed  the  same  view.  The 
Civil  Liberties  Association  of  Ottawa  sent  a 
letter  protesting  his  attitudes  and  pointing 
"h'.i"*1  tb"e  lB  0O  more  connection  between 
child-molesting  and  homosexuality  than  between 
child-molesting  and  heterosexual lty. 

The  Board  of  Control  decided  in  a  special 
in-camera  meeting  called  to  avoid  publicity 
o  tbe  question,  that  Wilson's  report  was  not 
acceptable  and  that  homosexuals  should  not  be. 
dlacrlaloated  against.  The  media  discovered 
secret  decision  and  reported  on  It.  How- 
*he  Board's  legal  department  advised 


discriminatory  hiring  policy  and  that  a  spec- 
ial city  council  resolution  was  therefore  un- 
necessary. 

GO  has  discovered  that  since  the  Board's 
noa-discrlmination  policy  is  a  direct  quota- 
tion from  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  It 
does  not  include  sexual  orientation.   GO  is 
continuing  to  publicly  lobby  for  a  city  coun- 
cil resolution  and  a  meeting  bas  been  schedu- 
led with  tbe  Mayor,  Lorry  Greenberg.  to  dis- 
cuss It. 


had    thai 


news 


**VTWAl-a  gay  contingent  par-iti 

u'x  0>x  Much  her*  on 

1     Hart*,  -filch  vat  estl- 

:ludf  viitm^uii   U  00c 

participants,    »  a»  annual  event   m 

aest  Major  Uueb*e  central,      its  pur- 

AppraCuaKai]  M  pay  «,  md  „»„, 
participated  in  the  event  carrying 
their  m  banner  filling  for  gays   to 
unite   against    'lei  boss'    and  tholr 
■USUI*.      They  carried  signs  and 
chanted  slogans  which  denounced  po- 
lice oppression  and  celebrated  the 
link  between   the   struggle   01   .*n 
workers   and   gays.      The,    also  died 
lor   the    liberation  of  BByl    in  Oi.l, 
Participation  in  the  march  was  wo- 
t>v«ted  by  the  recent   police   campaign 
against  gays  In  Montreal. 

The  gay  contingent   received  brief 
■ention  in  both  the  anglopli.n 
francophone  pre**.     The  reaction  of 
the  other  aarchers  au   generally 
supportive.      This  was   in  dir-n \o,,. 
trail   to  an  earlier  nay    intervention. 
The  Front  de  liberation  hoaotciuel 
tFLM),   a  now  defunct  Montreal   gay 
group,    attended  the  July    In   Mann 
«t    that   limn   the  (ay  war. 
(hers  were  subjected  to  op-n 
■  ty  and  -ere  condemned  by  Her,, 
que,   leader  of  the  Parti  Quabi 


Two  gay  aedla  protect*  have  boen 
awarded  Opportunities  for  Youth 
grand   this   suamer.      Both  will  be 
producing  educational   awtrrlil   about 
gay  lifestyles.  ■ 

In  Saskatoon,  the  project  'Coevai- 
nlty  Understanding'  has  been  funded 
to  employ  four  people  to  produce  pri- 
marily audio  watarial.  Uasplto  to- 
tal support  for  the  project  at  all 
levoii  of  the  OFY  comaand,  the  pro- 
ject was  alaost  refused  because  of 
opposition  froa  a  highly  placed  of- 
ficial in  the  Ministry  of  Manpower 
and   [migration. 

'About  Cay  People1,   a  Toronto  based 
group  of  four  is  going  to  aake  a  one 
hour  videotape  on  gay  experiences   In 
Eastern  Canadian  cities.     The  tape 
will  be  about   issues  affecting  aen 
and  women  as  they  express  tneeselves 
through  their  gayness. 


Mcabers  of  the  academic  community 
in  Toronto  net  recently  to  form  an 
organiiing  coamittee  for  a  chapter  0 
the  Gay  Acadeaic  Union  In  Canada. 


The    1 


:    goal 


be  wet  by  the 
11   a  letterhead 

r  Gay  Studies 


fall,  1 

pre  sen  tali  vi- 
and levels  of  educatic 
2)  to  premote  furthei 
programs  i 
and  J)  to  prcmote  greater  collections 
of  gay  materials  in  educational  lib- 
It  is  hoped  that  fire  establishaent 
of  a  Toronto  base  will  lead  to  devel- 
opment of  chapters  elsewhere  in  Car 
da.  The  objective  is  not  a  branch- 
plant  affiliate  of  the  GAU  in  the 
united  States,  but  an  independent 
group  with  fraternal   ties. 

Contact  person  for  the  Toronto  01 
ganiting  committee  is  Professor  Jot 
Alan  Lee,  Dept.  of  Sociology,  Univt 
sity  of  Toronto. 


"CNTREAL-A  number  of  gay  women  1 
organized  to  meet  the  needs  of  ol< 
lesbians.      Because  older  gay  wom*t 
often  encounter  ageist  treatment  froa 
younger  lesbians  who  aake  up  the  pre- 
dominant membership  of  existing   les- 
bian associations.  Slightly  Older 
Lesbians  was  started. 

It  holds   social  activities  every 
Friday  night  at  8  pm  at   SS9S  St 
Urbaln. 


THE    BOOY   POLITIC 


gays  in 
cubo 

^B    WW  BV  ^KW  Allen    Younc 


The  persecution  of  homosexuals  in  Cuba  has  been  step- 
ped up  in  recent  years,  despite  published  reports  by 
apologists  to  the  contrary.   Friends  and  acquaintances 
of  mine  recently  returned  from  Cuba  told  me  that  at 
least  500  homosexuals  have  been  removed  from  their  jobs 
in  various  cultural  institutions,  but,  these  sources  re- 
port, the  crack-down  is  by  no  means  total  and  a  gay 
street  scene  still  exists. 

The  gay  people  fired  from  cultural  institutions,  mostly 
artists,  writers  and  theatre  people,  have  been  forced 
to  obtain  work  on  construction  sites,  in  agricultural 
fields,  offices  and  hospitals.   It  was  also  reported 
that  many  homosexual  writers,  while  officially  still  on 
the  staff  of  the  Cuban  Writers'  Institute,  and  still  re- 
ceiving their  salaries,  have  not  had  any  works  published 
in  years. 

Occasionally,  homosexuals  are  arrested,  usually  on  char- 
ges not  directly  related  to  their  homosexuality,  but  in 
the  course  of  interrogation  and  trial,  the  individual's 
homosexuality  becomesa  factor  in  judgement  and  sentence. 

nt  visitors  of  varying  political  shades  and  ex- 
perienced gay  observers  of  the  Cuban  scene  agree  that 
there  are  not,  at  the  present  time,  any  "concentration 
camps"  for  homosexuals,  as  is  often  alleged.   Special 
work  camps  for  homosexuals,  euphemistically  called  "Mil- 
nits  to  Increase  Production,"  were  used  in  1965. 
ups,  characterized  by  both  brutality  and  stupid- 
ity on  the  part  of  the  Army  officers  who  ran  them,  were 
disbanded  after  protests  from  abroad  and  from  within 
>:uhjn  cultural  institutions  such  as  the  Writers'  Insti- 
tute. 

In  the  process  of  protesting  the  1965  camps,  many  gay 
people  in  the  cultural  field  caac  out  of  the  closet  to 


voice  their  outrage  at  government  policy.  Many  of  the 
members  of  the  Writers*  Institute,  as  well  as  other  cul- 
tural institutions,  not  only  were  gay  but  had  partici- 
pated actively  in  the  "26th  of  July  Movement"  that  F!del 
Castro  organized  to  overthrow  the  Batista  dictatorship. 
It  is  said  that  good  cheer  permeated  the  gay  bars  of 
Havana  on  New  Year's  Day,  19S9,  when  the  Castro-led 
guerrillas  marched  into  Havana.  The  26th  of  July  move- 
ment had  welcomed  the  participation  of  gay  leftists  and 
cultural  figures,  but  this  changed  after  the  revolution 
when  the  26th  of  July  Movement's  original  free-wheeling 
political  views  became  overwhelmed  by  the  stodgy  Moscow- 
oriented  Cuban  People's  Socialist  (Communist)  Party.   It 
was  then  that  the  anti-homosexual  line  was  developed. 

This  was  a  seemingly  logical  combination  of  prejudices 
from  Stalinism,  Roman  Catholicism,  and  Latin  macho   cul- 
ture.  Some  of  the  revolutionaries  were  especially  vul- 
nerable to  the  adoption  of  an  anti-gay  line  because  the 
only  thing  they  knew  about  homosexuality  was  the  exploi- 
tation of  Cuban  boy  prostitutes  by  North  American  tour- 
ists. Many  of  the  Cuban  homosexuals  in  the  revolution- 
ary movement,  even  those  in  the  cultural  areas,  were  in 
the  closet  --  so  for  many  of  the  straight  leftists  the 
only  association  they  had  with  homosexuality  was  the 
question  of  street  hustlers  serving  U.S.  tourists. 

The  anti-gay  line  was  never  so  fully  enunciated  by  the 
Cubans  as  in  May  1971,  with  the  declaration  of  the  First 
National  Congress  on  Education  and  Culture.   The  state- 
ment said: 

The  social  pathological  character  of  homosex- 
ual deviations  was  recognized.   It  was  resolv- 
ed that  all  manifestations  of  homosexual  devia- 
tions are  to  be  firmly  rejected  and  prevented 
from  spreading.   It  was  pointed  out,  however, 
that   study,  investigation,  and  analysis  of 
this  complex  problem  should  always  determine 
the  measures  to  be  adopted. . . 

It  was  proposed  that  a  study  should  be  made  to 
find  a  way  of  applying  measures  with  a  view  to 
transferring  to  other  organizations  those  who, 
as  homosexuals,  would  not  have  any  direct  in- 
fluence on  our  youth  through  artistic  and  cul- 
tural activities... 

Cultural  institutions  cannot  serve  as  a  plat- 
form for  false  intellectuals  who  try  to  make 
snobbery,  extravagant  conduct,  homosexuality 
and  other  aberrations  into  expressions  of  re- 
volutionary spirit  and  art,  isolated  from  the 
masses  and  the  spirit  of  the  revolution. 

To  this  date,  there  have  been  no  public  indicators  of 
any  further  "study"  about  homosexuality,  with  or  without 
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the  participation  of  Cuban  gay  people. 

LrtUr,  homosexuals  had  been  virtually  excluded 
froa  ncahi-rship  in  the  Coaaunist  Party,  the  organisation 
la  tin-  administration  of  this 
197!  declaration  and  other  codes,  rather  than  a  s 
of   Uns  against  sodomy  and  solicitation,  which  deter- 
mines the  oppression  of  Cuban  gay  people. 

Cuban  gay  people,  like  gay  people  everywhere,  are  strug- 
this  hostile  atmosphere.  Many,  of 
Into  exile  years  ago  --  Miami's  exile  com- 
munity has  its  share  of  gay  people.  Host  of  the  gay 

Mho  now  find  themselves  in  Cuba  are  in  their  teens 
or  early  twenties,  or  are  old-timers  who  stuck  it  out 
through  the  repression  of  the  1960's  because  of  their 
commitment  to  the  promise  of  social  justice  and  economic 

n.ience  contained  in  the  Cuban  revolutionary  prin- 
ciples. r 

The  Cuban  government  has,  of  course,  been  unable  to  cause 
gay  people  to  disappear  by  means  of  its  administrative 
decrees,  any  more  than  other  governments  can  wipe  out 
gay  people  by  means  of  sodomy  laws.   In  fact,  visitors 
report,  the  downtown  section  of  23rd  Street  in  Havana's 
Vedado  district,  a  hilly  street  known  as  La  Rampa  (The 
Ramp),  is  still  a  very  cruisy  section  for  gay  men.   The 
Coppelia  Ice  Cream  parlor,  located  in  a  park  adjacent  to 
La  Rampa,  is  well  known  not  only  for  its  first-rate  ice 
cream  but  for  its  equally  first-rate  fare  in  cruising. 
Several  bars  on  23rd  Street  have  an  all-male  clientele 
and  the  inescapable  atmosphere  of  a  gay  bar.   One  recent 
visitor  to  Cuba  told  me  that  in  such  a  bar  he  saw  people 
discreetly  holding  hands  beneath  the  table,  though  of 
course  there  is  no  dancing  or  overt  gay  behaviour  permit- 
ted.  For  Cuban  lesbians,  creating  a  social  environment 
is  much  more  difficult,  and  there  is  no  public  way  for 
lesbians  to  meet  one  another. 

It  is  clear  that  Cuban  gay  people  are  not  meekly  accept- 
ing the  government's  repressive  postures.  One  report 
told  of  a  homosexual  who  refused  to  resign  from  a  govern- 
ment-sponsored neighborhood  block  committee  even  when 
confronted  by  a  military  officer.  The  other  members  of 
the  block  committee  stood  behind  the  homosexual  member 
and  the  military  officials  did  not  press  the  point.   Such 
resistance  is  unusual;  most  homosexuals  who  have  been 
purged  find  that  few  straight  people  will  defend  them, 
as  it  is  not  good  for  one's  political  and  economic  status 
in  Cuba  to  befriend  homosexuals. 

From  these  indicators,  however,  it  seems  clear  that  the 
Luban  government  has  been  unable  to  crack  down  totally 
on  homosexuals,  but  rather  has  settled  (like  their  Rus- 
sian mentors)  to  keep  them  "in  their  place,"  to  permit 
them  to  exist  as  second  class  citizens.  In  Cuban  soci- 
ety, which  prizes  revolutionary  zeal  and  patriotism, 
most  gay  people  experience  painful  alienation  and  the 
familiar  self-hatred  and  guilt.   In  a  sense,  then,  gay 
oppression  in  Cuba  actually  resembles  gay  oppression  as 
it  is  experienced  in  most  places  in  the  Western  world. 

It  is  impossible,  however,  given  the  restrictions  on  any 
anti-government  activity,  for  gay  people  to  express 
any  organized  way. 


their  disapproval  of  the  regime 

Some  Cuban  gay  people,  however,  are  familiar  with  the 

ideas  of  the  international  gay  liberation  movement,  and 

some  of  them  are  hopeful  that  change  can  come  about  so 

that  Cuban  "socialism"  ceases  to  be  oppressive  to  gay 

people. 

Meanwhile,  with  the  policy  of  detente  between  the  U.S. 
and  the  Communist  world,  experts  in  international  affairs 
are  predicting  with  increasing  regularity  that  U.S.— 
Cuban  relations  may  soon  take  a  turn  for  the  better.  As 
an  indicator  of  this,  the  Cuban  government  recently  has 
reversed  a  closed-door  policy  and  has  permitted  reporters 
from  "establishment"  newspapers  to  visit  the  island  to 
record  their  impressions. 

At  least  two  major  reports  —  one  in  the  New  York  Times 
Sunday  Magazine  and  one  in  a  series  in  the  Washington 
Post  --  were  generally  favorable  to  the  progress  of  the 
Cuban  revolution,  but  both  reporters  went  out  of  their 
way  to  comment  on  the  status  of  homosexuals  in  Cuba. 

The  New  York  Times  Sunday  Magazine  reporter  observed 
that  homosexuals  are  among  the  "victims  of  the  revolu- 


tion." )|c  reported: 

Cuban  men,  raised  according  to  th<- 
precepts  of  naehitmo,   have  a  low  level  of 
tolerance  for  deviants.  When  I  brought  the 
subject  up  with  ay  guide.  Miguel  Martina* , 
he  said:  "If  it  was  up  to  me,  I'd  kill  all 
of  them,  put  them  in  a  bog  and  throw  them 
into  the  sea  like  alley  cats.  The% 
jnti-social  element." 

There  are  signs,  however,  that  the  official 
position,  as  expressed  in  the  new  Family 
Code,  is  more  flexible.  The  code  says  that 
homosexuality  is  a  penal  offense  only  if  n 
becomes  a  public  scandal  or  infringes  on 
the  rights  of  minors.  The  implication  is 
that  in  private,  between  consenting  adults 
it  will  be  tolerated. 

Writing  in  the  Washington  Post  after  a  visit  to  Cuba  in 
December  1974,  Staff  Writer  Terri  Shaw  referred  to  a 
"wholesale  purge  of  homosexuals  in  the  art  and  educa- 
tion... carried  out  three  years  ago."  She  met  ana 
victim  of  this  purge,  a  homosexual  artist,  and  in  de- 
scribing his  plight  she  said  that  the  "circumstances  of 
his  life  must  be  disguised  to  protect  him."  She  wrote: 
After  losing  his  job,  Daniel  continued  to 
paint  and  to  show  his  painting  privately. 
One  night  he  was  arrested  on  a  minor  poli- 
tical charge  and  jailed  for  15  months. 
"I  was  interrogated  for  hours  about  all  my 
friends,  asked  whether  they  were  homosex- 
uals or  not.   I  was  questioned  about  writ- 
ings that  they  found  in  my  apartment,  and 
finally  I  signed  a  confession  saying  that 
I  was  a  homosexual." 

Had  he  been  tortured  in  prison? 
"It's  all  the  same  when  you're  in  prison," 
he  said.  "Don't  be  naive.  A  prison  is  a 
prison.  They  threatened  to  shoot  me,  they 
pounded  their  fists  on  the  table  and  shout- 
ed at  me.  They  didn't  pull  out  my  finger- 
nails or  give  me  electric  shocks.  But  the 
purpose  was  to  terrorize."... 

Daniel  and  other  homosexuals  who  were  fired 
have  filed  appeals.  They  have  free  legal 
counsel,  and  the  cases  are  proceeding  slow- 

iy- 

"The  cases  violate  everything  in  the  labor 
law,"  Daniel  said.  "If  you  read  it,  you  think 
it  will  protect  you,  but  it  doesn't." 
A  friend  of  Daniel's  who  also  lost  his  job 
said  he  still  has  'faith  in  the  revolution,' 
and  believes  their  appeals  will  be  success- 
ful. 

But  Daniel,  who  says  he  "hates  capitalism"  and 
always  considered  himself  a  revolutionary, 
appears  to  have  lost  hope. 

A  Cuban  Communist  Party  official,  Raul  Ruiz,  questioned 
by  the  Washington  Post  reporter  about  the  persecution 
of  gay  people,  told  her  that  being  a  homosexual  is  not 
illegal  in  Cuba. 

"What  is  illegal,"  he  said,  "is  to  offend 
public  morality.  They  can't  go  out  in  the 
street  dressed  as  women.  I  have  young  chil- 
dren. I  don't  want  them  influenced  by  things 
like  that." 

Ruiz  said  homosexuals  are  not  permitted  to 
be  teachers  or  "make  any  display  of  their 
defect  in  public."  This  included  performing 
on  the  stage  or  television,  "where  they 
could  influence  youth  or  children." 

Sympathy  for  the  Cuban  Revolution  among  New  Leftists 
has  declined  somewhat  in  recent  years  as  the  Cubans' 
anti-gay  policies  became  known  and  as  the  Cubans  became 
more  and  more  closely  identified  with  the  economic  and 
social  policies  of  the  Soviet  Union,  abandoning  their 
once  proud  independent  path  to  socialism.   The  Cuba-Gay 
question  contines  to  be  hotly  debated.  ■ 

For  further  cement  on  Cuba  see  page  25 
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dividual  on  the  collective.   ("Now  that's  just  the  kind 
of  cooperation  we  like  to  get"  -  was  that  the  nutter  we 
overheard  as  he  marched  from  the  office?) 
With  choices  crystallised  in  that  way  we  were  doubly 
frustrated.  There  was  the  gnawing  feeling  of  cowardice 
and  capitulation  to  unofficial  censorship;  but,  simultan- 
eously, there  were  anxieties  over  both  personal  well- 
being  and  the  imminent  threat  of  disruption  of  the  work 
of  the  paper  if  a  lengthy  and  costly  court  case  were 
commenced.  After  calculating  the  dangers  that  noncom- 
pliance seemed  to  entail,  our  room  for  manoeuvre  was 
about  as  wide  as  a  cell  in  the  Don  Jail. 
Hello!!!  Sergeant  Banford  speaking." 
He  was  informed  of  our  decision  to  remove  the  papers. 
A  brief  sermon  followed  on  the  necessity  of  cooperating 
with  the  police.  Ke  were  allowed  a  week's  grace  to  get 
the  remaining  copies  off  the  newsstands.  However,  ac- 
tion began  immediately  by  removing  the  "Current  Issue 
On  Sale  Inside"  sign,  and  the  display  copies  from  the 
front  window.   Instead,  the  cartoon  page,  with  its  sin- 
ful frames  bannered  over  with  a  CENSORED  stripe,  re- 
placed them. 

Our  deadline  was  comfortably  met,  and  all  the  offending 
material  was  neatly  stacked  on  the  office  floor  awaiting 
the  sergeant's  inspection.  More  than  iwo  weeks  passed 
before  he  returned,  accompanied  by  two  burly  compani6ns. 
Their  stay  was  brief,  involving  only  a  cursory  attention 
to  their  intended  purpose  of  checking  out  the  papers. 
But  it  was  long  enough  to  convey  their  message.  The 
threat  was  raw:  . 

"If  you  do  this  thing  again, 
you  and  close  you  down." 


we'll  seize  it  and  charge 


'Do  what  again?" 
"That  cartoon." 
"What  about  it?" 

"Fellatio:   it's  disgusting."  His  crony:   "Yeah. ..it's 
obscene... blow  jobs. ..you  must  know  what  those  are!!" 
We  pressed  for  clarification  on  what  precisely  the  moral- 
ity squad  deigns  obscene.   But  criteria  were  vague,  save 
again  for  fellatio.   It's  quite  clear  what  we  could  do 
with  that: 

"You  can't  show  it,  you-can't  write  about  it,  you  can't 
describe  it."  And  that  was  the  end  of  that!  They  left. 
Sergeant  Banford  didn't  care  what  happened  to  the  contra- 
band, as  long  as  it  didn't  appear  on  the  stands  again. 
And  that  isn't  harassment?  ■ 


CONT'D  FROM  PAGE  5 
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minated  from  the  Act.  The  clarity  of  their  stands  seem- 
ed to  vary  inversely  with  their  proximity  to  power,  the 
vaguest  coming  from  Ed  Broadbent,  NDP  parliamentary 
leader,  and  from  Lome  Nystrom,  his  closest  competitor, 
the  most  vigourous  from  William  Bedwell  and  Douglas 
Campbell  (who  is  fighting  his  fifth  leadership  campaign) 
Bedwell,  from  Quebec,  noted  the  grotesque  police  and 
media  handling  of  the  Ottawa  prostitution  story  as  a 
further  example  of  injustice.   Questions  from  the  audi- 
ence then  moved  to  economic  matters. 

Before  the  meeting  began,  GATE  members  approached 
each  candidate  to  endorse  the  statement  of  purpose  of 
the  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.   Douglas  Campbell 
agreed  immediately,  the  others  said  they  would  consider 
it.  Vancouver  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equalitv  has  since 
received  a  letter  from  Rosemary  Brown,  Member  of  the 
British  Columbia  Legislature,  and  one  of  the  leadership 
candidates,  supporting  reinstatement.  ■ 
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1  Monsieur  l'Oratcur,  accordons 
une  permission  aux  adultes  dc 
:i  ans  et  nous  issiitcrons  de- 
«*in  1  Acs  demonstrations  or- 
fanisles  par  des  jeunes  gens  de 
1*  ct  IS  ans.  Cela  est  arrive 
en  Holland*  rcccMenr ,  "Les  homosexu- 
els hotlandais  aanifestent". . .  Cela  a 
ct6  public  dans  un  Journal  qucb£cois 
rccemment . .  . 

On  peut   lire  aussi  ce  qui  suit,  et  je 
cite:    "Les  tenants  du  troisieme  sexe 
dlstribueront  aux  aembres  du  parle- 
ment   des  petits   coeurs  en  sucre  por- 
tant  des  slogans  tels  que:    'amour', 
'bon  baisers',   etc". 
Monsieur  l'Orateur,   si  on  qualifie 
les  homosexuels  de  naiades,    j'estime 
que  ces  ma  lades  savaient   tres  bien 
fairc   les  choses.      (17  avril,    1969] 

Ainsi  Roland  Godin,    le  depute  de  Port- 
ncuf,   a  exprimc   l'opinion  que  la  legali- 
sation de   l'homosexualite,  qui  avait 
pour  objet    la  fin  de  la  lutte  entre   l'e- 
tat  et   la  sexual  it*,  ne  reussisse  qu'a 
dfclencher  de  nouvelles   forces  poli- 
tiques,   c'est-3-dirc,   un  mouvement  homo- 
scxuel/lesbien.   A  en  juger  par  le  Han- 
sard,   un  tel  sentiment  est  ne  dans   1 'es- 
prit de  plusieurs  honorables  deputes 
pendant   le  debat  du  projet  de  loi  C-150, 
iii  I    "omnibus".    Heureuseroent ,    ces  messi- 
eurs av.iient   raison.    Bien  qu'on  puisse 
decouvrir  des   tentatives  d'une  politique 
homosexuelle  avant    1968--le  Homophile 
Reform  Society,  par  exemple,   constitue 
en   1964  dans'  1 'Ontario--c'est   1 'adopt a- 
tion  de    la  modification  du  Code  criminel 
cr    le  debar   qui    l'a  precGdSe  au  cours 
des  annees    1968  et   1969  qui   ont  rendu 
possible  au  Canada  et   au  Quebec   un  mouve- 
ment homosexuel. 


exigeons  nos  droits! 


2  La  possibility  s'est   realisee 

tout  de  suite.   Notre  mouvement 
s'est  rcpandu  partout   au  Que- 
bee  et  au  Canada.  A  cc  moment, 
les  horoosexuels  se  sont  orga- 
nises dans   17  de  nos  22  centres 
urbains.    Et  ce  qui  est  plus   important. 
dans  ces    17  villes  on  peut  compter  neuf 
millions  de  nos  dix  millions  habitants 
urbains.   Mais   les  chiffres  peuvent  nous 
tronrper.    Toutes  nos  organisations,   on   le 
salt,   ne  se  resscmblent  pas.   Alors.   qu' 
est-ce  qu'il  y  a  qui  nous  perroet  a  les 
traiter  d  mouvement  unique? 

Ce  qui  unit  toutes  les  organisations 
qui  constituent  ce  mouvement,  e'est  la 
resistance  et  1 'opposition  au  statu  quo. 
le  refoulement  des    forces  oppressives 
antihomoscxuelles:   en  sonune,   la  poli- 
tique.   Faire   la  politique,    e'est  tracer 
une   ligne  nette  entre  ce  que  nous  vou- 
lons  et  ce  que   les  circonstances  permet- 
tent.   La  politique,  done,   surtout  la  po- 
litique homosexuelle,   varie  en  fonction 
du  temps  et  du  lieu. 

On  voit  cette  marque  de  la  politique 
vivante  partout  dans   la  situation  actu- 
elle  du  mouvement  homosexuel  du  Quebec 
et  du  Canada.    La  politique  de  Montreal 
ou  de  Toronto  n'est  pas  celle  de  Quebec 
ou  de  Regina.    Dans   le  fait,  on  distingue 
deux  genres  d' organisation  homosexuelle: 
il  y  a  des  groupes  sociales  et  les 
groupes  activistes.   Toutes   les  deux,    el- 
les   font  de   la  politique,   tnais   toujours 
relativement  a   la  situation   rSelle  de 
leurs  membres. 

Les  organisations  sociales  se  sont 
constitutes  dans  les  villes  de  grandeur 
noyenne  ou  l'existance  sociale  et  la 
communaute,  telles  qu'on  les  trouve  ail- 
leurs  dans  les  bars  et  les  boites,  man- 
quaient  aux  homosexuels.  Le  besoin  pri- 
oritaire  des  gais  de  ces  villes-la,  c'€- 
tait  de  sortir  de  leur  isolation  en  con- 
struisant  une  societe  homosexuelle.  lis 
ont  done  etabli  des  associations  coope- 
ratives qui  offrent  des  possibilites  so- 
ciales ct,  peut-etre,  des  services  d'en- 
traide.    En  soome,    on  a  construit  un 
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ghetto  qui  sert  de  redoute  en  refoulant 
un  peu  les  forces  bien  connues  qui  op- 
prioent  surtout  l'individu  lorsqu'il  se 
trouve  privS  de  communaute. 

Mais  dans   les  grandes  villes,    il  en 
est  alie  autrement.    Ici,    les  gais  a- 
vaient   d€ja  leur  communaute,  basee  dans 
le  ghetto  commercial :    les  bars,    les 
boltes,   etc,   etablis  par  les  petits  bour- 
geois pour  profiter  des  besoins  sociaux 
des  homosexuels  et  des   lesbiennes.   Mais 
si   le  ghetto  est  une  redoute,    il  sert  e- 
galement  de  prison.    II  nous  permet  pen- 
dant quelques  heures  de  la  semaine  3 
substituer  pour  1' isolation  individuelle 
l'isolation  collective.  C'est  quclque 
chose,   mais  5a  ne  suffit  pas.    II   faut  un 
jour  echapper  du  prison.   Et  voiia  l'ori- 
gine  des  organisations  activistes  qui  on 
ont  pour  but   1 "affranchissement  des   li- 
mites  du  ghetto  et   la  revendication  de 
l'egalite  au  niveau  de   la  societe  enti- 
ere. 

On  sait  que   les  deux  tendances,    soci- 
ale et  activiste,  n'ont  pas  eu  toujours 
de  bons  rapports,    I'une  avec  1' autre. 
Mais  voyons   les  choses  de  facon  realists: 
pour  que   le  mouvement  avance,    il    faut  un 
front  commun  forme  de  ces   tendances.   Car 
sans    la  communaute  homosexuelle  etablie 
par  les  organisations  sociales,   les  ac- 
tivistes seront  prives  de  leur  bj>._    poli- 
tique.   Et  par  contre,   sans    les  acti- 
vistes,   les  gais  seront   condamnes  3  ja- 
mais au  ghetto.    Pour  faire   vivre   le 
front  commun  homosexuel,    les  activistes 
doivent  renoncer  3  l'idee  que  ce  sont 
eux  seuls  qui    font   la  politique  et    les 
groupes  sociales  doivent  6viter  3  d6non- 
cer  toute  tactique  activiste  qui  menace 
la  securite  imaginaire  du  ghetto. 

3         Alors,   les  organisations  acti- 
vistes cherchent  a  libCrer  les 
gais  de  leurs  ghettos  particu- 
liers  et  communs;   les  organi- 
sations sociales  de  rocme  doi- 
vent penser  au  jour  ou  elles 
voudront  en  sortir.    Pour  atteindre  ce 
but,   les  elements  activistes  de  notre 
mouvement  ont  mis  en  avant    le  slogan  "la 
lutte  publique  pour  les  droits   legaux". 
Tout  un  discours  politique  se  cache  dans 
cette  locution;   il  vaut  la  peine  de  la 
voir  de    plus  pre~s. 

Tout   le  monde  est  d'accord:    la  tache 
des  homosexuels  qui   veulent  changer  les 
choses,   c'est  de  diffuser  des    id6es  au 
grand  public.  Mais  comment  le  faire 
quand  les  gais  organises  sont  peu  nom- 
breux,   nos  ressources  sont  pauvres,   et 
les  ecoles  nous  sont   fermees?  Ce  pro- 
bleme  peut  se  resoudre  par  1'emploi  des 
organes  de  diffusion,  qui  attirent  1 'at- 
tention de  millions  de  gens  et  nous  don- 
nent    le  rooyen  de  soulever  la  question 
homosexuelle  en  rendant  douteuses   les   i- 
d6es   recues  de  notre  societe  sur  1 'homo- 
sexual ite. 

Le  pouvoir  des  joumaux,   de  la  radio, 
et  de  la  television  est  compris  par  M  ou 
Md  Un(e}  Tel(le)   Gai(e).   John  Damien, 
par  exemple,    a  remarque: 

En  deposant  ma  plainte  devant   le 
grand  public,   j'ai   introduit   le  monde 
gai  dans   les  joumaux.   II  y  a  des 
gens  qui  n'aiment  pas   la  publictte, 
mais  c'est  presque  le  seul  moyen  de 
faire  les  choses,   II  nous  manquent  de 
toute  autre  voie  d'acces  pour  faire 
coraprendre  que  nous  faisons  partie  de 
la  race  humaine,  que  nous  avons  le 
droit  de  vivTe  comme  tout  le  monde, 
et  que  nous  o6ritons   la  consideration 


eccordee  a  tout   le  sonde . 

(The  Body  Politic,    118.   page  13) 
Bien  sflr,    les  organes  de  diffusion  sont 
toujours  hostiles  1  nos  idees.  C'est 
justement  pourquoi   il   faut   les  exploiter 
d'une  mamere  calculee.  en  convoouant  de 
des  manifestations,  par  exemple.     Vblll 
done  la  signification  du  terae  "lutte 
publique". 

Et  pourquoi  une  lutte  "pour  les 
droits  16gaux"?   L'histoire  des  droits 
minoritaires  nous  montre  que  les  droits 
iegaux  sont  peu  efficaces  sans  un  change- 
ment   de  l'opinion  sociale.   Mais    l'effi- 
cacite  des  droits   16gaux  est  moins  im- 
portante  que  celle  de   la  campagne  poli- 
tique qu'il   faut  mener  pour  les   . 
Car  de  toutes   les  questions  soulevees 
par  la  liberation  des   lesbiennes  et  des 
homosexuels,    la  question  des  droits   ie- 
gaux attire  le  plus  grand  nombre  de  te- 
nants.  Et  en  exigeons  nos  droits,   nous 
pouvons  penetrer  dans   les  organes  de 
diffusion  et   faire  avoncer  1' education 
du  peuple  a  notre  cgard. 

II  ne  s'agit  pas  ici  seulemcnt  d'une 
belle  theorie.  L'histoire  de  1 'affaire 
Damien  temoigne  en  faveur  dc  la  priori tl 
de  la  lutte  publique  pour  les  droits  16- 
gaux.  Plus  que  toute  autre  question,  la 
d6mission  de  John  Damien  a  d£clench£  les 
forces  refouiees  de  la  communaute  homo- 
sexuelle. Et  en  s'engogeant  dons  la 
lutte  publique,  les  activistes  toussls- 
sent  actuellement  3  transformer  la  ques- 
tion homosexuelle  en  une  question  soci- 
ale. Je  cite  en  exemple  le  Bureau  du  di- 
recieur  de  1' instruction  publique  de  To- 
ronto: 

On  assiste  actuellement  a  la  remise 
en  question  dc  certains  principes  mo- 
raux  consid£r£s  jusqu'ici  comme  immu- 
ables.  Les  debats  publiques  sur  l'a- 
vortement,  la  legalisation  de  l'ha- 
chisch,  l'homosexualit6,  et  la  peine 
capital.:-  font  preuve  qu'on  h£site  a 
repondre  3  ces  questions  par   'oui'   ou 

Soulignons  qu'en  parlant  des  droits 
iegaux,    il  s'agit  d'un  moyen  et  non  pas 
du  but   final.    Lorsque  l'etat  etablit    les 
droits  minoritaires,   ca  signifie  uniquc- 
ment  qu'il  a  ete  forc6  de  reconnattre   la 
minorite  comme  une  force  politique.    La 
lutte  homosexuelle  ne  sera  pas  terminee 
quand  l'orientation  sexuelle  prendre  sa 
place  dans   les  chartes  des  droits  de 
l'honjne  des  dix  provinces.   Au  contraire, 
ce  nc  sera  qu'une  nouvelle  etape  de  la 
lutte  qui  commencera. 


4         Les  faits  demographiques  et 
linguistiques  de  notre  pays-- 
une  population  maigre,   divisee 
par  la  langue  in  deux  commu- 
nautes,    ramassce  par  l1 urbani- 
sation dans  quelques  grandes 
villes  separees  par  des  distances  io- 
roenses--ne  se  sont  jamais  montres  hospi- 
tallers aux  mouvements  politiques.    lis 
renforcent   la  tendance  du  ghetto  vers 
l'isolationnisme  qu'on  retrouve  chei 
trop  d'organisations  homosexuelles. 

II  faut  que  nous  fassions  tout  notre 
possible  pour  supprimer  cette  tendance, 
car  notre  mouvement  se  nourrit  de  soi- 
mSme;  il  ne  pourra  pas  atteindre  ses 
buts  sans  la  communication  entre  toutes 
ses  parties.  Ed  travaillons  ensembles, 
M  Godin  a  remarque,   nous  savons 


faire. 

La  verite  et   la  justice  sont  1 
Ensembles,    nous  sonaes  forts. 
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gay  rights  now! 
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Mr  Speaker,    let  us  grant  such 
permission  only  to  21-year-old 
adults  and  tomorrow  we  shall 
witness  demonstrations  by  the 
17-  and  18-year-old  youth.  Hol- 
land has  recently  given  proof 
there  is  some  truth  in  this.   "Dutch 
homosexuals  demonstrate"...   This  is 
from  a  recent  issue  of  a  Quebec  news- 
paper. . . 

And  note  this,  Mr  Speaker,    "The  sup- 
porters of  the  third  sex  distributed 
to  the  members  of  Parliament  small 
candy  hearts  bearing  slogans  such  as; 
'love',    'sweet  kisses',   etc". 
Mr  Speaker,   homosexuals  are  said  to 
be  sick  people;    I    feel   that  those 
sick  people  know  how  to  do  things 
very  well".      |17  April    1969) 

In  these  words,   Roland  Godin,   MP  for 
Portneuf,    expressed  his   fear  that  the 
decriminalization  of  homosexuality, 
which  was  intended  to  end     the  struggle 
between  sexuality  and  the  state,  would 
only  succeed  in  setting  in  motion  new 
political   forces  and,   in  particular,  a 
homosexual   and   lesbian  movement.  Accord- 
ing to  Hansard,    this   idea  occurred  to 
many  of  the  honorable  members  during  the 
debate  of  Bill  C-190,   known  as  "the  om- 
nibus bill".    Fortunately,    the  members' 
fears  have  proved  accurate.    Although 
there  are  signs  of  an  emerging  homosexu- 
al politics  before   1968--the  founding  of 
the  Homophile  Reform  Society  in  Ontario 
in   1964,    for  example--it  was   the  debate 
and  passage  of  the  Criminal   Code  amend- 
ments during  1968  and  1969  which  made  a 
gay  movement  possible  in  Canada  and  Que- 
bec. 


2  The  possibility  quickly  became 

a  reality  and  our  movement 
spread  throughout  Canada  and 
Quebec.  Gay  people  have  been 
organized  in  17  of  the  22  most 
important  cities.   More  signi- 
ficantly,  nine-tenths  of  the  urban  popu- 
lation  lives  within  reach  of  a  gay  orga- 
nization.   Numbers,   of  course,   are  not  e- 
verything.   We  all  know  that  there  are 
differences  among  these  organizations. 
What  is  it,    then,  which  allows  us  to 
speak  of  a  single  gay  movement? 

The  organizations  which  make  up  the 
gay  movement  are  united  by  their  resist- 
ance and  opposition  to  the  status  quo, 
by  their  rejection  of  oppressive  antiho- 
mosexual  social  forces:   in  brief,  by  po- 
litics.   In  the  practice  of  politics,   we 
Steer  a  careful  course  between  that 
which  we  would  like  to  do  and  that  which 
circumstances  will  allow.    It  follows 
that  politics,   especially  gay  politics, 
adapts  itself  according  to  time  and 
place. 

This  mark  of  political  vitality  is  e- 
vident  everywhere  in  our  movement.  The 
politics  of  Toronto  or  Montreal   are  not 
those  of  Regina  or  Quebec  City.    In  prac- 
tice, we  recognize  two  kinds  of  gay  or- 
ganizations:   social   groups  and  activist 
groups.   Both  are  political,  but  their 
politics  are  adapted  to  their  concrete 
situations. 

Social  organizations  have  appeared  in 
the  smaller  cities  where  gay  people  lack- 


ed the  community  and  social   life  provid- 
ed elsewhere  by  the  commercial  ghetto. 
The  basic  need  of  gays  in  such  cities 
was  to  end  individual   isolation  by  the 
creation  of  a   gay   community.    This   need 
has  been  met  by  the  founding  of  coopera- 
tively run  clubs  which  offer  social  op- 
portunities and,    sometimes,   social  ser- 
vices.   In  fact,  each  of  these  clubs  is  a 
ghetto  which  acts  as  a  fortress  against 
those  familiar  social   forces  which  es- 
pecially oppress   the  isolated  individual. 

But   in  the   largest  cities,   something 
different  has  happened.    Gays  already  had 
a  ghetto  based  on   the. clubs  and  bars  pro- 
vided by  the  middle  class  in  order  to 
make  a  profit   from  the  needs  of  lesbians 
and  homosexuals.    But  while  the  ghetto  is 
fortress,    it  can  also  be  a  prison.    For  a 
few  hours  each  week,    it  allows  us  to  ex- 
change personal  for  collective  isolation. 
It's  something,   but  not  enough.    Prisons 
are  made  to  be  broken  out  of.   This  ex- 
plains the  rise  of  the  activist  organiza- 
tions which  seek  a  way  out  of  the  ghetto 
and  full  membership  for  gays  in  the   lar- 
ger society. 

Relations  between  the  social  and  acti- 
vist  tencencies   in  the  gay  movement  have 
not   always  been  the  best;  we  all  know 
that.    But  it  is  time  to  realize  that  the 
movement  can  only  go  forward  if  it   is 
based  on  a  coalition  of  these  two  tenden- 
cies.   Without   the   growing   community   made 
possible  by  the  social    organizations, 
gay  activists  would  have  no  constituency; 
on  the  other  hand,  without  activism, 
gays  will   remain   forever  locked  up  in 
the  ghetto.   To  promote  the  growth  of 
this  needed  coalition,   gay  activists  must 
abandon  the  illusion  that  they  have  a 
monopoly  on   legitimate  politics.   At  the 
same  time,    the  social  groups  have  to 
give  up  the  reflex  denunciation  of  every 
activist  tactic  which  seems  to  threaten 
the  false  security  of  the  ghetto. 


3  The  goal  of  the  activist  organ- 

izations,   as  has  been  noted, 
is  the   liberation  of  gays  from 
their  personal  and  collective 
ghettos.   The  social  groups  al- 
so have  to  think  about  the  day 
when  they  will  want  to  leave  the  ghetto 
behind.   To  this  end,   the  activist  ten- 
dency has  put  forward  the  formula  of  a 
"public  struggle  for  civil  rights". 
There  is  an  entire  political  analysis 
wrapped  up  in  this  expression  and  it  is 
worth  examining. 

Everyone  agrees  that  the  task  facing 
gays  who  want  to  see  things  change  is 
reeducation  of  the  public.    But   is  that 
possible  when  so  few  of  us  are  organiz- 
ed,  our  resources  are  meager,    and  the 
schools  deny  us  entry?  The  answer  is  the 
use  of  the  mass  media;   they  communicate 
daily  with  millions  of  people  and,    con- 
sequently,  are  the  tool  we  need  to  bring 
into  question  the  myths  about  homosexual- 
ity which  circulate   in  our  society.   The 
power  of  the  media  to  shape  our  fate  is 
understood  even  by  gays  not  directly  in- 
volved in  the  movement;  John  Damien,    for 
example,  has  observed: 

My  going  public  like  this  has  put  the 
gay  world  in  the  papers.   Some  people 


don't  like  the  publicity,   but    thi*   i» 
about  the  only  way  to  do  it.    There 
are  no  other  avenues  to  get  people  to 
understand  that  we  are  part  of  the 
human  race,   that  we  deserve  to   live 
like  anyone  else,  and  that  we  deserve 
the  same  respect  afforded  to  all  oth- 
er people.      [TBP  »18.  page  131 
Of  course,   the  mass  media  are  not  well- 
disposed  towards  us.    For  just  this  rea- 
son, we  have  to  exploit  them  in  a  calcu- 
lated manner,  by  staging  demonstrations, 
for  example.   This  is  what  is  meant  by 
"public  struggle". 

But  why  should  that  struggle  be  one 
for  "civil  rights"?  The  history  of  min- 
ority rights  reveals  that  civil   rights 
accomplish  little  without  a  correspond- 
ing change  in  public  opinion.    But   the 
effectiveness  of  civil   rights  is  much 
less  important  than  the  effectiveness  of 
the  public  campaign  which  demands  those 
rights.   Of  all   the  questions  raised  by 
gay   liberation,    the  issue  of  civil 
rights  is  the  one  which  attracts  the 
greatest  support,    from  gays  nnd  straights 
alike.    By   i  campaign   for  civil   rights, 
we  can  penetrate  the  media  and  advance 
the  reeducation  of  the  public  on  the  sub- 
ject of  homosexuality. 

This  isn't  just  a  nice  theory.   The 
course  of  the  Damien  case  testifies  to 
the   importance  of  the  public  struggle 
for  civil  rights.   More  than  any  other 
gay  issue,   the  firing  of  John  Damien  has 
released  the  pent-up  forces  of  the  gny 
community.    And  through  the  public  strug- 
gle,  gay  activists  are  finally  succeed- 
ing in  making  the  gay  question   into  a 
public   issue.   Consider  this  statement 
from  the  Office  of  the  Director  of  Edu- 
cation in  Toronto: 

We  have  seen  moral  positions  thai 
seemed  at  one  time   immutable,   severe- 
ly shaken.   The  present   debates--VL-ry 
public--about  abortion,    legalization 
of  marijuana,   homosexuality,   capital 
punishment,   reveal  a  general  uncer- 
tainty about   line-drawing  or  rule- 
making.     IIS  May  1975] 

It  cannot  be  emphasized  too  strongly 
that  the  campaign  for  civil  rights  is  a 
means  and  not  an  end.  When  the  state  of- 
ficially recognizes  in  law  the  rights  of 
a  minority,  this  means  only  that  it  has 
been  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  mino- 
rity as  a  political  force.  The  gay  strug- 
gle will  not  be  ended  when  sexual  orien- 
tation takes  its  place  in  the  rights 
codes  of  the  ten  provinces;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  struggle  will  be  lifted  to  a 
new  level. 


4  The  demographic  and  linguist- 
ic conditions  of  our  society-- 
a  sparse  population  divided  by 
language  and  gathered  up  by  ur- 
banization into  a  few  large  ci- 
ties separated  by  enormous  dis- 
tances—have never  favoured  the  growth 
of  political  movements.  These  conditions 
have  strengthened  the  ghetto  tendency  to- 
ward isolationism  in  many  of  our  organi- 

Ke  must  do  everything  we  can  to  de- 
feat this  tendency,   for  the  gay  movement 
feeds  off  itself;   without   intercourse  a- 
mong  all   its  parts,    it  can  never  attain 
its  ends.   But  when  we  work  together,  as 
Mr  Godin  observed,  we  know  how  to  do 
things  very  well. 
On  our  side  stand  justice  and  truth. 


Together,  we  are  ! 
We   shall  be  free. 


:rong. 


-THE   BODY   POLITIC. 


Stop -gap 
liberation 


Jeanne    Cordova 


Reprinted  from  "The  Fourth  Demand",   The  Lesbian  Tide, 
March,    19?3. 


There  are  those  among  us  who  say  that  liberation  and  the 
revolution,  the  REAL  revolution,  has  already  come.   We 
are  feministl  We  are  lesbian  feminist!   We  are  libera- 
ted gays!  We  have  consciousness!   Now  that  we  are  "free", 
let  us  create  a  new  society,  a  liberated  service  centre, 
a  c.r.  group,  an  all-woman  guitar  playing  class,  let's 
go  out  to  the  country  and  raise  feminist  poodles,  or 
live  in  a  commune  where  we  won't  ever  have  to  go  out  in- 
to that  sexist,  oppressive  world  again.   An  example  of 
these  politics  is  Jill  Johnston's  "The  Comingist  Woman- 
ifesto",  which  calls  for  "tribes  of  women  (the  Amazon 
Nation,  presumably)  capable  of  sustaining  themselves  in- 
dependent of  the  male  species."  How  very  beautiful! 
"Truth,  justice  and  the  Womanly  Wayl"  How  very  unreal. 

Yes,  personal  liberation,  through  feminist  analysis, 
consciousness  and  life-style  have  come  to  many  of  us. 
But  where  to  from  there?  The  question  facing  the  Women's 
Movement:  "What  next  after  consciousness?"  How  long  can 
we  sit  and  DISCUSS  our  oppression  —  until  even  we  are 
bored  with  the  tragedy  and  waste  of  it?  How  long  can  we 


00000000  Sharop 

candelite 

and  two  men  singing  on  the  roof  above  me. 

1  come  to  bed  and  desire  you. 
I  want  to  dart  my  tongue 

up  and  down  your  cunt 

and  search  among  its  darkest  shadows 

around  its  warmest  springs. 

Dream-kissing  your  salty  mouth 

I  come 

my  fingers  swimming  home. 

Your  name  is  frothy  on  my  lips 
and  bobs  along  the  breathing  in  the  air. 
You  are  my  purring  pearly  witch 
Female  beyond  compare! 

Loraine 


.  the  price  of  freedom  is  action  and 


run  blindly  into  creating  new  ways  to  forget  that  there 
are  still  hundreds  of  thousands  of  women  outside  our 
organizations  and  women's  centres  that  are  daily  raped, 
who  are  without  access  to  contraceptives,  abortion  in- 
formation, decent  jobs,  any  jobs.  Can  we  remind  our- 
selves that  there  are  still  hundreds  of  gays  who  never 
heard  of  Stonewall,  who  have  no  children,  no  jobs,  are 
ostracized  by  family  and  church,  and  arrested  on  the 
streets  for  the  way  they  dress  or  hold  their  lover's 
hand.   How  long  until  we  can  fool  ourselves  no  longer? 
These  are  the  politics  of  the  alienated  who  have  lost 
their  focus  and  given  up  the  struggle.   They,  we,  die 
out  there  in  the  country  or  in  our  women's  centres  be- 
cause we  are  like  limbs  on  a  tree  that  don't  receive 
support  from  the  trunk  (sexist,  class  society).  As  fast 
as  the  Women's  and  Gay  movements  raise  the  conscious- 
ness of  those  who  come  into  it,  this  society,  which  has 
not  basically  changed,  cranks  out  sexist  men  and  women 
faster  than  we  can  liberate  them.   The  basic  socializing 
institutions  in  our  society;  the  church,  the  family, 
the  schools,  the  state,  are  still  very  much  with  us,  and 
still  very  much  against  us.  Counter  culture,  alternate 
institutions,  (gay  churches,  feminist  communes,  centres, 
classes)  are  necessary  in  a  society  which  gives  us  so 
little  support.  They  are  necessary  because  they  are  a 
resting  place,  a  haven.   But  in  the  final  analysis,  they 
are  a  stop  gap  measure. 

It  is  either  blind  or  irresponsible,  or  both,  to  say  to 
ourselves,  or  to  the  rest  of  oit  sisters,  now  that  I  am 
liberated,  I  am  free.   Consciousness  is  not  enough. 
Consciousness  is  the  means,  not  the  end.   Consciousness 
alone  does  not  create  change.   "External  causes  (i.e. 
gay,  women's  oppression)  are  the  conditions  of  change, 
and  internal  causes  (i.e.  feminist,  gay  consciousness) 
are  the  basis  for  change."  It  is  not  enough  to  tell  the 
pig  on  the  street  to  "fuck  off".   It  is  not  even  enough 
or  necessarily  correct  to  say,  "Men  are  oppressive, 
therefore  I  won't  relate  to  them".   It  is  not  even 
enough  to  say  "Roles  are  oppressive,  therefore  I  shall 
only  engage  in  meaningful,  roleless,  n on -monogamous  re- 
lationships. .  .then  I  shall  be  free." 

None  of  us  is  free  until  we  all  live  in  a  free  society. 
And  the  price  of  freedom  is  action  and  continued  action. 
Action  which  directly  as  possible  confronts  our  real 
oppressors:  this  society,  and  any  society  which  divides 
men  against  women,  gays  against  straights,  and  class 
against  classM 


r 


-THE   BODY   POLITIC- 


family 
affair 

a  gay  son  writes  home 

Jim    Dougan 


It's  one  of  the  hardest  things  to  do.     Somehow, 
coming  out  to  your  friends  ie  easier.      They  're  yoicr  own 
age  —  you  expect  an  open  mind  and  an  awareness  of 
changing  social  mores. 

But  mom  and  dad?     If  they  're   like  most  parents  in 
their  SO's  and  SO's,   they  probably  have  a  hard  enough 
time  reconciling  themselves   to   the  change  in  heterosex- 
ual mores. 

Yet  we  feel  it  has  to  be  done.  If  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  to  put  an  end  to  the  increasingly  edgy  questions 
about  girl-friends,  marriage,  and  the  prospect  of  grand- 
chi Idren . 

Telling  them  face  to  face  —  certainly  not  the  easi- 
est way,  and  very  probably  not  the  best.     They'll  need 
time  to  digest  the  news  and  reflect  on  it.     Perhaps  by 
avoiding  recriminations  and  unpleasant  scenes,   you  make 
the  final  rapprochement  just  that  much  easier. 

Jim  Dougan  wrote  his  parents  a   letter.      Because  we 
think  that  many  gay  men  will  also  choose   to  do  so,  we 
have  reprinted  it  here  —  a  good  example,   we   think,   of 
one  son's  attempt  to  make  clear  to  his  parents  what  be- 
ing gay  means. 

The  response,  of  course,  is  not  always  positive.  And 
how  do  you  handle  that?  Next  issue,  we  print  the  letter 
of  one  young  man  who  had  to  face  just   that  situation. 

But  first,  revelations. . . 


Dear  Mom  &  Dad, 


I  am  writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  about  an  intimate 
part  of  my  life  which,  until  the  past  few  months,  has 
caused  me  considerable  agony  and  at  times,  complete  de- 
spair. The  suppression  of  this  aspect  of  my  life  within 
me  has  cost  me  a  great  deal  in  terms  of  my  openness, 
honesty,  and  even  creativity.  It  has  dominated  my  out- 
look on  life  and  has  resulted  in  my  general  unhappiness. 

I  have  been  aware  since  the  time  when  I  was  about  thir- 
teen, and  increasingly  so  since  that  time,  that  I  was  a 
homosexual.   Knowing  nothing  about  the  subject  except 
that  it  was  considered  to  be  a  severe  social  problem, 
and  being  afraid  that  attempts  to  find  out  more  about  it 
might  result  in  my  discovery,  I  worried  myself  sick  and 
deprived  myself  of  thoughts,  of  close  personal  rela- 
tionships, and  indeed  of  many  of  the  activities  which 
allow  a  young  person  to  develop  the  ability  to  communi- 
cate with  other  people  with  complete  honesty.   I  created 
a  behaviour  pattern  which  seemed  to  be  acceptable  to  our 
society.  I  know  that  you  were  aware  of  my  seclusion 
which  I  used  to  avoid  being  put  in  a  position  where  my 
sexuality  would  be  questioned.  This  came  at  the  expense 
of  not  developing  deep  friendships  with  men  and  women 
with  whom  I  was  associated,  even  though  my  roost  natural 
tendency  was  to  be  friendly  and  open  towards  others.   I 
moved  into  a  role  which  society  had  created  for  me,  that 
of  a  reclusive,  quiet  and  often  gruff  person  whose  out- 
ward serenity  could  nearly  cover  up  the  turmoil  and  pain 
within  himself.  This  inability  to  relate  to  other  peo- 
ple, in  a  society  where  homosexuals  are  treated  with 
utter  contempt,  was  the  greatest  blow  against  me,  and  at 
times  it  nearly  crushed  me,  since  it  went  against  my 
most  natural  instincts  in  relating  to  other  people. 


I  underwent  a  dramatic  internal  change  during  the  past 
summer.   My  work  caused  me  to  be  alone  much  of  the  time, 
and  I  began  to  think  more  deeply  about  myself  and  other 
people  than  I  had  ever  done  before.   I  eventually  reach- 
ed certain  basic  conclusions  and  justifications  about 
our  human  existence,  which  were  of  great  significance  in 
the  acceptance  of  myself  as  a  human  being.  However,  the 
severe  flaw  in  all  of  my  thinking  was  that  society  had 
previously  defined  that  I  was  unacceptable  to  myself  or 
to  the  rest  of  society.   Even  though  my  feelings  about 
the  possibilities  for  interpersonal  relationships  and 
goals  of  which  the  human  population  is  capable  were  of 
an  extremely  noble  nature,  my  natural  impulses  of  love 
were  considered  to  be  the  lowest  possible  morally. 

During  the  fall,  I  was  feeling  my  sexual  deprivation  in 
the  extreme,  and  when  a  group  of  homosexuals  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Guelph  held  a  meeting,  1  decided  to  attend, 
primarily  because  of  my  great  personal  need  for  someone 
to  relate  to.  At  first,  I  was  unable  to  break  down  my 
reserve  enough  to  even  talk  about  my  intense  personal 
agony  with  these  other  people.   But  I  quickly  became  a- 
ware  of  the  diversity  and  humanity  in  the  people  I  had 
met,  when  I  had  expected  to  find  excessive  promiscuity, 
which  was  notably  absent.  At  that  meeting  and  in  the 
following  weeks  I  discovered  a  new  strength  within  myself 
to  cope  with  my  problems,  and  this  was  the  first  step  I 
made  towards  accepting  myself. 

I  was  introduced  to  a  whole  new  segment  of  society  which 
I  had  never  previously  realized  existed.   I  discovered 
that  as  a  homosexual  I  belong  to  a  group  of  people  who 
had  left  various  marks  indicating  their  existence 
throughout  recorded  history,  even  in  the  face  of  suppres- 
sion that  included  being  burnt  at  the  stake  or  being  sent 
to  the  gas  chamber.  I  discovered  that  within  that  mass 
of  people  were  artists,  musicians  and  scientists  whose 
works  are  still  considered  to  be  among  the  greatest  trea- 
sures mankind  has  been  given.   I  discovered  that  the 
vast  majority  of  homosexuals,  numbering  to  the  tens  of 
millions  in  North  America  alone,  were  still  holding  their 
true  feelings  about  love  from  society,  except  under  the 
most  furtive  conditions,  and  that  they  were  undergoing 
the  hopeless  despair  which  had  ruled  so  much  of  my  life 
previously.   I  discovered  that  despite  the  codes  of  be- 
haviour that  our  own  and  other  cultures  have  maintained 
for  centuries,  there  exists  a  wide  spectrum  of  human  sex- 
ual responsiveness.  I  recognized  in  many  of  my  male  and 
female  acquaintances  in  everyday  life  the  self-repression 
of  certain  natural  impulses,  sexual  and  otherwise,  that 
were  involved  in  role-playing.   I  saw  that  aspects  of 
the  behaviour  codes  relating  to  brutality,  wanton  kill- 
ing, discrimination  and  mistreatment  were  ignored  in  roost 
respects.   I  knew  within  myself  that  the  acceptance  or 
tolerance  of  these  types  of  behaviour  when  certain  types 
of  sexual  behaviour  were  openly  attacked  as  immoral  and 
beneath  human  dignity,  could  only  prove  the  illogic  of 
our  moral  values.  Having  experienced  the  bitterness, 
despondency  and  self-hatred  resulting  fro»  my  self-re- 
pression, I  began  to  perceive  some  of  the  reasons  for 
the  mood  of  the  people  and  for  their  increasingly  anti- 
human  behaviour. 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 


As  I  «rasp«d  the  scope  of  these  discoveries,  I  began  to 
accept  myself  for  what  I  really  was.  My  new  awareness 
lad  ae  to  despise  those  areas  of  my  behaviour  which  so- 
ciety has  dictated  as  appropriate.   I  experienced  a  su- 
preme joy  of  self-discovery  which  just  radiated  from  me 
as  my   closest  friends  can  tell.   I  became  interested  in 
aspects  of  myself  which  I  had  previously  denied  could 
exist.   I  became  aware  of  the  naturalness  of  my  sensual- 
ity, and  of  the  great  comfort  that  this  awareness  gave 
to  me.   I  have  become  proud  to  be  alive  and  homosexual 
or  gay,  as  we  like  to  refer  to  ourselves,  even  though 
the  term  creates  discomfort  in  many  straight  people. 
With  my  new  pride  has  come  an  indignation,  not  against 
straight  people  or  positions  of  authority  which  can  mo- 
mentarily strike  out  at  me,  but  rather  an  indignation 
with  the  human  race  for  ever  allowing  itself  to  become 
so  encumbered,  and  for  perpetuating  this  blindness  in 
spite  of  increased  human  self -awareness  and  scientific 
enlightenment.   Many  truths  about  the  spectrum  of  human 
sexuality  have  been  revealed,  and  were  disregarded  de- 
spite their  availability  to  social  scientists  and  psy- 
chologists.  With  all  of  these  discoveries,  and  the  re- 
sultant awakening  of  pride  for  myself,  I  have  sensed  an 
increasing  commitment  to  help  others  escape  from  the 
bonds  which  formerly  held  me  down,  and  my  dedication  to 
that  goal  grows  almost  daily  as  I  am  awakened  to  new 
aspects  of  myself  and  other  people. 

I  have  told  you  these  things  which  are  so  close  to  my 
very  soul,  because  I  love  you  and  consider  that  you  have 
respect  for  me  as  an  individual.   I  believe  that  you 
know  that  I  could  never  bring  myself  to  do  anything 
which  would  really  cause  you  pain,  unless  I  was  truly 
aware  of  the  significance  of  that  matter  to  myself.   In 
face  of  the  cultural  stigma  with  which  I  am  to  be  here- 
after associated,  I  can  only  hope  that  you  will  sense 
the  importance  of  my  decision  to  tell  you  about  myself. 

You  will  no  doubt  want  to  inform  yourselves  on  the  sub- 
ject of  homosexuality,  and  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  help 
you  educate  yourselves.   I  am  sending  copies  of  two 
books  to  start  out  with.  The  thin  book  is  called  "Soc- 
iety and  the  Healthy  Homosexual".   It  was  written  by  a 
psychiatrist  with  an  extreme  professional  awareness  of 
the  torment  inflicted  upon  certain  people  because  of 
their  sexuality,  and  I  hope  that  this  book  will  help  you 
to  accomodate  the  surprise,  sorrow  and  uneasiness  you 
will  feel  for  me.  The  second  book,  called  "The  Gay  Mys- 
tique", was  written  by  a  homosexual  and  presents  an  in- 
tense personal  description  of  human  sexuality,  the  gay 
life,  and  gay  liberation.   It  is  written  from  inside  the 
life  of  a  gay  person,  rather  than  by  an  outsider  looking 
in.  These  are  just  two  of  the  innumerable  enlightened 
books  on  the  subject,  and  I  will  bring  more  when  I  come 
home,  which  should  be  in  the  near  future. 

This  letter  will  no  doubt  bring  you  a  great  deal  of  sor- 
row, and  I  have  tried  my  best  to  soften  the  blow  while 
being  honest  with  myself.   1  know  that  your  first  concern 
will  be  for  my  happiness  and  health.   I  assure  you  that 
I  have  never  in  all  my  life  felt  happier  or  healthier.  I 
am  trying  at  the  present  time  to  deal  with  my  situation 
here  at  Guelph,  and  am  continually  impressed  by  the 
warmth  and  understanding  accorded  to  me  by  those  in  whom 
I  have  confided  and  hold  great  personal  respect  for.  For 
this  reason  I  would  prefer  that  you  did  not  try  and  get 
m  touch  with  me  .until  you  yourselves  have  come  to  some 
level  of  understanding  about  my  situation  and  my  own 
feelings  about  it.  As  I  have  said,  I  have  come  to  de- 
spise my  former  self-repressive  behaviour,  and  I  simply 
could  not  face  continuing  to  cover  up  my  tracks  in  the 
future.   I  can  only  ask  for  your  acceptance  of  me  as  I 
am,  and  as  I  always  have  been  beneath  whatever  exterior 
facade  I  have  put  on. 

c  that  this  revelation  will  put  another  burden 
on  your  already  over-burdened  lives,  but  you  must  compre- 
hend the  immensity  of  the  personal  burden  which  up  to 
now  has  rested  solely  on  my  shoulders  and  in  my  heart.   I 
feel  that  you  have  the  love  and  trust  in  me  that  will 
allow  us  to  share  this  burden  and  to  develop  a  new 
strength  to  face  what  the  world  has  to  offer. 

Love  Jim 
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Monument  for  a 
Dead  Boy 

DLTCH  NATIONAL  BALLET 
O'KEEFE  CENTRE 
TORONTO 

.  For  a  man  to  be  even  a  lit- 
tle stylized  and  graceful  in 
his  movements  is  bad  enough, 
but  to  make  a  living  from  it  is 
irrefutable  evidence  in  the  pu- 
blic mind  of  one's  sexual  pre- 
ference. The  pressures  are 
therefore  great  for  male  ballet 
dancers  to  assert  the  opposite 
of  that  stereotype.  Too  many 
succumb.  Women  don't  really 
have  to  bother,  of  course.  The 
concept  of  a  delicate  dyke  bal- 
lerina seems  not  to  have  made 
inroads  on  the  popular  imagina- 
1 1  on . 

Because  of  this  stigma, 
there  appears  to  be  a  real  fear 
in  the  world  of  the  dance  of 
presenting  ballets  which  bring 
two  men  or  two  women  together 
in  erotic  movements  or  frankly 
sexual  embraces.  The  quivering 
potential  is  constantly  there, 
but  the  gay  male  ballet-goer, 
in  particular,  usually  must 
content  himself  with  glimpses 
of  a  lingering  touch  or  a  sug- 
gestive pose.  Basically  he 
must  be  resigned  to  watching 
the  predictable  and  often  arbi- 
trary heterosexual  pairings-off 
imposed  by  convention. 

The  reviewers  in  the  dai- 
lies should  have  warned  me  -- 
'Monument  for  a  Dead  Boy',  they 
said,  was  "about"  the  "diffi- 
cult" topic  of  homosexuality  (the  title,  come  to  think 
of  it,  is  not  exactly  rich  in  promise  either).  The 
ballet  is   literally  about  homosexuality.   It  is  a  psy- 
chodrama,  a  choreographed  case  history,  inspired  by 
the  suicide  of  a  young  painter.   It  depicts  the  sup- 
posed causes  of  his  tortured  sexuality  in  the  crudest 
of  symbolic  scenes  --  over  possessive  parents,  the 
witnessing  of  a  brutal  rape  of  his  mother  by  his  lout- 
ish father,  the  taunting  of  school-mates,  and  the 
requisite  failed  sexual  encounter  with  a  rapacious  wo- 
man.  The  scenes  with  the  boy's  special  friend  and  the 
scenes  with  his  actualized  childhood-ego  are  not  clearly 
differentiated,  but  they  are  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses of  suggesting  unhealthy  narcissism  and  guilt-rid- 
den emotion.   For  that  crowning  light  touch,  Freud 
should  have  been  glowering  from  the  backdrop. 

There  is  some  vigorous  dancing,  especially  by  the 
boy,  and  in  spite  of  everything  two  men  linked  together 
in  dance  had  its  impact  on  this  viewer  (thirst  pangs 
at  a  mirage?).   But  the  effect  would  immediately  vanish 
with  the  inexplicably  frequent  appearance  of  swirling 
wild-haired  witches  and  the  equally  inexplicable  descent 
from  above  of  a  prop  which  resembled  a  revolving  chan- 
delier. 

This  is  not  the  last  of  "Monument"  for  Toronto 
audiences.  The  National  Ballet  of  Canada  is  adding  it 
to  their  repertoire  foT  the  first  time  this  year. 
They  aTe  not,  newspaper  critics  to  the  contrary,  to  be 
congratulated  for  their  courage  in  deciding  to  resurrect 
this  dated  expressionist  piece.  There  will  be  no  need 
for  the  suburban  couple  out  for  their  night  of  culture 
to  feel  uneasy  --  'Monument'  reinforces  every  prejudice 
about  homosexuality  they  might  bring  to  the  theatre. 
Nor  should  we  be  fooled  by  program  notes  which  attempt 
to  conceal  the  truth  behind  the  fatuous  jargon  of 
Significance  -  ("the  hopeless  search  for  a  state  of 
purity  and  innocence").  This  is  anti-gay  clap-trap 
masquerading  as  art. 


Scene  from  anti-gay  ballet  soon   to  be  added  to  National  Ballet  of  Canada     repertoire 


Fetish 

A  SPACE  GALLERY 
TORONTO 

The  bowl  of  yellow  roses  should  have  been  a  warning. 
This  was  to  be  no  ordinary  poetry  reading  --  the  kind 
where  someone  hairy  and  unkempt  tells  us  something  Very 
Important  About  Life.  Suspicions  were  confirmed  when 
a  hennaed  young  man  from  General  Idea,  Toronto's  well- 
known  group  of  avant-garde  young  artists,  informed  me 
that  John  Jack  Baylin  was  presently  back  stage  doing 
push-ups. 

It  showed.   The  very   white  T-shirt  was  most  con- 
vincingly filled  —  "astounding  beauty  is  skin  tight" 
quoth  this  particular  poet  and  he  had  the  means  to 
nudge  life  into  immitating  art:  the  faded  levis  were 
convincingly  filled  as  well. 

John  Jack  Baylin  is  26,  Canadian  (Vancouver)  but 
presently  California  oriented,  and  the  editor  of  Fanzi- 
ni  which  I  understand  is  mostly  pictures  and  even  more 
"in"  than  File,  General  Idea's  magazine  view  of  life 
(life) ■  He  has  bc-en  reading  his  poetry  in  a  number  of 
American  and  Canadian  cities.   It  was  most  enthusias- 
tically received  in  Toronto.   In  L.A.,  they  weren't 
sure  what  a  reading  was. 

The  poetry?  It  is  bumptious  and  playful,  very  Ca- 
lifornia and  very  gay.   It  is  not  the  poetry  of  commit- 
ment --  gay  lib  has  made  no  inroads  to  his  private  land- 
scape --  but  it  revels  in  the  sensual/glittery  aspects 
of  a  gay  life  where  Andy  Warhol  might  easily  be  at  your 
next  party  and  you  can  afford  to  ignore  him  because 
you're  gorgeous. 

His  "Treaty  on  Gorgeousness"  is  a  crowd  pleaser. 
Khat  is   there  that  is  so  titillating  about  the  raptur- 
ous contemplation  of  self?  I  succumb  as  well,  at  least 
for  the  space  of  a  poem,  to  what  is  essentially  refresh- 


Ed  Jackson 
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our  image 


1  .id  manners.  However,  twenty  minutes  with' Nar- 
cissus is  quite  sufficient  --  any  longer  and  I  should 
he  tempted  to  kick  stones  into  the  pool. 

So  with  Baylln.  The  evening  is  a  production  which 
lasts  just  long  enough.   During  his  last  piece,  which 
ised  popular  reaction  to  his  nipples  (his  "Tit- 
Jt-e-hee),  the  mind  did  cast  about  for  a  -  meta- 
phorical  -  stone  or  two.  The  reaction  of  the  confid-  • 
ently  plain. 

Gerald  Harmon 


Once  Upon  a  Time  in  the  East 

GLOBAL  VILLAGE 
TORONTO 

"II  Etait  une  Fois  dans  1'Est"  is  Michel  Tremblay's 
film  chronicle  of  a  day  in  the  lives  of  his  favourite 
subjects:  the  working-class  quebecois  family  and  the 
flamboyant  street  people  of  Montreal  Main.  The  film 
was  directed  by  Andre  Brassard,  who  incorporates  too 
many  characters  and  events  from  several  Tremblay  plays 
into  the  film:  Mme.  Lauzon  and  the  stamp-lickers  from 
Les  Belles-Soeurs,  Hosanna,  and  (I  think?)  La  Duchesse 
de  Langeais,  along  with  a  couple  of  has-been  chanteuses 
and  waitresses  who  hang  out  at  Sandra's  transvestite 
club.  It  all  seems  so  familiar  as  the  camera  shifts 
back  and  forth  between  the  club  and  the  dismal  tene- 
ments inhabited  by  the  club  regulars  and  their  fami- 
lies.  Atmospheres  are  colourful  and  convincing,  and 
one  does  gain  a  much  fuller  picture  of  the  world  these 
characters  move  in  than  the  individual  plays  can  pro- 
vide. 

The  same  illusions  and  sordid  games  are  here  as 
well.   But  while  the  plays  generated  a  strong  sense 
of  compassion  and  rapport  between  audience  and  stage, 
this  film  is  curiously  cold  and,  distancing.  Here,  it 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have  the  detailed  and  in- 
timate characterizations  of  Tremblay's  plays.   But 
without  them,  the  effect  is  more  like  a  three-ring- 
circus  of  grotesques  parading  their  despair  and  self- 
delusions  before  an  audience  of  voyeurs.   We  are  moved 
but  more  often  merely  appalled  at  the  succession  of 
tragedies  acted  out  on  stage.   And  the  ending  - 
three  drunken  and  defeated  individuals  crying  in  the 
rain  -  nicely  sums  up  the  oppressive  gloom  of  this 
film,  unsatisfying  as  drama  and  distorting  as  an  at- 
tempted insight  into  real  life. 

Irritating  too  is  the  uncritical  way  in  which 
these  shattered  lives  are  presented,  as  if  despair 
were  a  given  in  the  working  class  and  street  worlds. 
Tremblay  is  a  master  at  dramatising  the  lives  of  the 
downcast,  but  here  he  does  it  too  easily,  keeping  it 
safely  remote  from  his  middle-class  audiences. 

Once  again  the  question  of  the  playwright's  respon- 
sibility to,  and  for,  his  dramatic  material  arises. 
This  is  not  to  suggest  that  a  film  about  gays  must  be 
positive  in  order  to  be  good.   But  as  drama  it  should 
certainly  avoid  cliche;  and  as  a  social  document,  it 
should  explain  and  clarify,  rather  than  distort  by  too 
selective  a  presentation  of  its  subject  matter.  Trem- 
blay/Brassard's  vision  of  the  gay  world  may  be  enter- 
taining but  it  is  hardly  novel,  nor  is  it  particularly 
perceptive.   Basically,  this  is  just  one  more  film 
showing  gay  people  sinking  under  the  burden  Qf  being 
alive;  and  as  such  has  little  justification  for  having 
been  produced  at  all. 

Robert  Trow 


CHARLIE'S   OPENING    .... 

an  exhibit  by  gay  photo-artist  Evergon   (reviewed  in 
TBP   »17),   is   currently  on  view  at  Gallery  Graphics,    23 
Hurray  St.,    in  Ottawa.    His  works  are  also  included  in 
the  NFB  exhibition   at   the  Conference  Centre,   Ottawa, 
beginning  June  26,   and  continuing  through  the  summer. 
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Sex-Pol:  Essays  1929-1934 

Wilhelm  Reich 

ed.  Lee  Baxandall,  Random  House,  New  York,  1972 

Sex -Pol  contains  writings  fTom  the  period  when  Wil- 
helm  Reich  diverged  from  the  mainstream  of  psychoanalys- 
is by  espousing  Marxism.   It  is  named  after  the  German 
Association  for  Proletarian  Sexual  Politics,  an  organi- 
sation founded  by  Reich  in  1931  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Communist  Party.  Among  its  demands  were  abolition 
of  laws  against  abortion,  homosexuality  and  sex  edu- 
cation. 

Two  of  the  four  main  articles  are  connected  to  this 
practical  side  of  Reich's  activity.   "Politicising  the 
Sexual  Problems  of  Youth"  is  the  last  chapter  of  The 
Sexual  Struggle  of  Youth,  a  sex  manual  written  for- the 
Communist  Youth  organisation.   "What  is  Class  Conscious- 
ness" is  a  criticism  of  what  Reich  saw  to  be  the  failure 
of  the  Communist  Party  to  understand  how  National  Social- 
ism appealed  to  workers  and  especially  young  people  at 
the  level  of  daily  personal  life,  for  instance  by  offer- 
ing the  young  the  means  to  live  more  independently  of 
their  parents. 

The  other  two  articles  are  more  theoretical.  "Psych- 
oanalysis and  Dialectical  Materialism",  in  which  Reich 
claims  to  show  that  psychoanalysis  takes  a  materialist 
and  dialectical  approach  to  human  psychology,  really 
requires  some  prior  understanding  of  Marxist  philosophy 
(I  wouldn't  recommend  it).   "The  Imposition  of  Sex  Mo- 
rality" is  an  account,  based  on  the  work  of  the  British 
anthropologist  Malinowski,  of  some  of  the  historical 
origins  of  sex  taboos. 

Reich  was  always  more  interested  in  practical  ther- 
apy than  in  theory  and  his  greatest  disagreement  was  over 
what  to  do  with  repressed  sexual  desires  once  a  patient 
had  been  made  aware  of  them.   The  orthodox  said  they 
should  be  controlled  (self-denial)  0r  sublimated  into 
work  (they  assumed  such  a  'transfer  of  sexual  energy'  to 
be  possible).   Reich  said  the  desires  had  to  be  satis- 
fied through  regular  sexual  gratification.   But  if  this 
happened,  according  to  orthodoxy,  'civilisation'  would 
fall  apart.  Not  so,  said  Reich,  only  a  certain  variety 
of  civilisation,  class-based  society,  cannot  tolerate 
sexual  gratification,  because  it  is  incompatible  with 
the  family.  To  this  the  orthodox  reply  was  that  the 
family  is  a  universal  institution.   But  Reich  said  an- 
thropologists had  shown  this  to  be  false:  the  family 
familiar  to  the  Viennese  middle  classes  was  not  found 
eve  rywhere . 

The  orthodox  mainstream  i 


obvioi 


conservative. 


and  Reich  is  worth  reading  since  he  was  perhaps  the 
first  to  attempt  a  theoretical  understanding  of  human 
sexuality  from  a  historical  point  of  view.   But  was  his 
approach  a  step  forward?  To  answer  this,  we  have  to 
look  more  closely  at  his  views  on  sexual  gratification 
(and  on  the  family,  the  fascist  approach  to  sex  and 
social  revolution,  though  I  will  say  nothing  about  these 
here). 

*   Gay  readers,  and  anyone  with  any  scientific  sense, 
will  be  annoyed  at  the  way  Reich  keeps  repeating,  with- 
out giving  reasons,  that  true  sexual  gratification  can 
come  only  through  heterosexual  genital  intercourse. 
For  instance,  he  says  that  if  people  accept  self-denial 
in  their  personal  life,  they  are  less  likely  to  fight 
for  a  new  social  system  whose  aim  is  to  increase  the 
satisfaction  of  all  needs.   In  line  with  this,  he  might 
have  said  that  all  widespread  socially-induced  guilt  am- 
ong gays  tends  to  make  them  conservative.   Instead,  he 
says  that  only  the  satisfaction  of  'natural  heterosexual 
inclinations'  will  make  people  less  susceptible  to  con- 
servative ideas  (P.  297).  Where  did  he  get  this? 

Reich  believed  the  libido  or  sex  instinct  was  re- 
ducible to  something  organic.   Perhaps  he  was  led  to 
this  by  the  need  to  distinguish  himself  from  mainstream 
psychoanalysts:  if  you  treat  sex  as  a  biological  hunger 
like  the  hunger  for  food,  then  you  can't  advise  people 
to  renounce  or  sublimate  their  sexual  desires. 

Reich  subscribed  to  what  might  be  called  the  animal 
theory  of  man.  The  idea  that  adults  have  an  underlying 
•animal'  layer  of  seething  emotion  tenuously  covered 
over  with  a  layer  of  'civilised-  reason  is  often  treated 
as  common-sense,  and  was  assumed  without  proof  by  Freud. 
Reich  differed  mainly  in  that  he  thought  the  underlying 
layer  was  good  and  would  blossom  forth  in  a  socialist 
society,  where  Freud  thought  it  had  to  be  kept  under 
constant  check  ('civilisation  is  based  on  the  repression 
of  instinct'). 

I  don't  think  a  Marxist  approach  to  the  almost  un- 
explored subject  of  human  sexuality  would  start  from  the 
animal  theory.   Reich  often  talks  about  instincts  being 
repressed  or  sublimated  -  shifting  from  one 'part  of  the 
mental  structure  to  another  -  but  never  suggests  that  in 
the  course  of  growing  up,  the  drives  of  the  newborn  are 
completely  transformed  as  biological  needs  are  more  and 
more  replaced  by  what  Marx  and  Engels  called  historical- 
ly determined  needs.   They  thought  humans,  unlike  anim- 
als, live  basically  in  a  self-made  environment  and  their 
needs  are  determined  by  that  environment  (for  example, 
a  certain  level  of  education).  The  newborn  must  be  touch- 
ed in  order  to  survive.  Beyond  that,  although  sex  is 
not  necessary  for  survival,  it  is  certainly  a  need  -  a 
historically  determined  one.   Reich  understood  that  the 
system  of  social  relations,  especially  family  relations, 
determine  the  means  of  satisfying  sex  needs.   But  he  ne- 
ver considered  the  idea  that  what  we  need  in  the  way  of 
sex,  as  expressed  in  our  preferences  (what  kind  of  part- 
ner and  what  acts)  is  not  natural  or  just  aesthetic  but 
also,  in  the  last  resort,  a  product  of  our  individual 
experience  of  and  reaction  to  the  web  of  social  relat- 
ions we  are  part  of. 

Judging  from  the  chapter  on  homosexuality  in  The 
Sexual  Struggle  of  Youth  (not  in  Sex- Pol) ,  Reich  seems 
to  have  considered  homosexuality  as  either  a  medical 
disorder  or  a  failure  in  upbringing,  helped  (I)  by  a 
society  that  needed  repression  of  'natural'  sex  and 
so  induced  people  to  want  something  they  didn't  need. 
This  was  a  step  back  from  Freud,  who  didn't  believe  in 
any  natural   direction  of  development  for  the  libido, 
but  that  it  moved  toward  genital  heterosexuality  be- 
cause this  was  essential  to  preserve  'civilisation'. 
Neither  of  them  considered  the  possibility  that  in 
the  society  they  knew,  there  might  be  social  relations 
that  would  counteract  the  sexual  stereotypes  and  ex- 
press themselves  as  a  need  for  gay  sex. 

Any  naturalness  theory  must  decide  what  is  natural 
and  what  isn't,  and  this  can  only  be  done  in  a  purely 
subjective  way.  Capitalists  proclaim  private  property 
and  competitiveness  to  be  natural;  sexists  say  gay  sex 
is  unnatural;  homophiles  say  it's  natural.  The  alter- 
native is  to  say  that  no  sex  acts  are  natural,  just  as 
no  social  systems  are  natural.  (This  in  no  way  con- 
flicts with  the  obvious  fact  that  hormones  for  instance 
affect  our  sexual  behaviour.   But  to  suggest  that  they 
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are  the  ultimate  determining  factor  is  almost  as  bad  as 
trying  to  explain  why  X   shot  Y  by  saying  that  X's  finger 
contracted  while  on  the  trigger  of  a  gun  pointed  at  Y) . 
Whether  they  are  good  things  or  not  can  only  be  judged 
in  the  light  of  the  choices  available  in  a  given  so- 
ciety.  Marx  thought  that  on  the  whole,  the  rise  of  ca- 
pitalism was  a  good  thing,  despite  the  suffering  it 
caused,  but  that  it  had  since  become  unnecessary  be- 
cause the  appearance  of  the  working  class  had  made  a 
better  system  possible:  socialism.  So  with  sex  taboos 
of  all  kinds,  instead  of  looking  at  them  as  malicious 
irrational  tools  of  oppression,  it  is  necessary  to  study 
the  family  as  we  know  it  and  the  sex  roles  and  ask  how 
exactly  gay  sex  for  example  is  a  threat  and  under  what 
conditions  the  family  and  sex  roles  could  change. 

Brian   Mossop 


Trying  Hard  to  Hear  You 

Sandra  Scoppettone 

Harper  $  Row,  New  York,  1974,  $5.95 


The  mind  continues  working:  characters  cut  from 
cardboard  (you. have  to  keep  thumbing  back  to  the  first 
few  pages,  a   la   Russian  novel,  in  an  attempt  to  keep 
everyone  straight),  repetitive  and  banal  dialogue,  mo- 
ments of  subtle  sexism.  The  critical  mind  ticks  away. 
But  the  heart  surrenders  almost  completely.  This  is  a 
very  unusual  book.   It  is  a  book  for  juveniles  (ages 
12  and  up  notes  the  publisher's  flyer)  which  deals 
openly  with  two  young  men  coming  to  terms  with  their 
gayness,  coming  to  terms  with  it  in  the  real  world  and. 
dealing  in  a  real  way  with  the  variety  of  responses 
that  their  revelation  provokes. 

The  format  is  the  classic  teen  romance/mystery. 
The  nice  white  kids  in  a  nice  white  summer  resort  area 
of  Long  Island  are  preparing  a  production  of  "Anything 
Goes".  Camilla,  the  narrator,  gets  a  part  and  so  does 
her  best  friend,  Jeff.   Also  involved  in  the  production 
is  (wow)  a  new  boy  in  town,  Phil,  fresh  and  mouth-water- 
ing from  his  first  year  in  college  and  a  heart-stopper 
for  Camilla.   She  falls  in  love  with  him,  he  seems  in- 
terested in  her  and  romance  ought  to  blossom  in  time 
with  all  the  catchy  Cole  Porter  ditties  but  something 
is  wrong.   Phil  is  hesitant,  negligent  in  his  attentions. 
Jeff  is  obviously  struggling  with  something,  but  can't 
seem  to  talk  about  it  —  even  to  his  very  best  friend. 
And  both  boys  begin  taking  midnight  trips  together  in 
Phil's  car  --  trips  that  neither  admit  to  and  which 
would  seem  to  take  them  to  an  unfrequented  section  of 
the  beach. 

Of  course,  I  knew  what  was  going  to  happen  —  I 
had  the  publisher's  promo  material.   But  I  suspect  it 
will  be  something  of  a  shock  for  most  young  people  when 
they  discover  that  Jeff  and  Phil  were  not  searching  for 
pirate  treasure,  or  tracking  down  local  hoodlums  for 
the  FBI  or  any  other  Hardy-boysy  things.  They  were 
out  on  the  beach  screwing. 

No  sex  scenes  of  course  —  remember  the  age  group. 
But  the  time  is  summer  of  '74,  the  kids  all  talk  about 
sex,  and  Camilla  encourages  her  widowed  mother  to  sleep 
with  this  hunky  number  who's  been  courting  her  so  we 
can  be  fairly  certain  that  Jeff  and  Phil  have  done  more 
than  exchange  soulful  glances.  In  any  case,  they  are 
caught  kissing  each  other  in  the  bushes  during  a  party. 

That  scene  occurs  two  thirds  of  the  way  through 
the  book.   This  is  partly  a  mystery  novel,  and  you 
don't  give  mysteries  away  in  the  first  few  chapters. 
But  I  almost  wish  that  had  been  the  case,  because  it 
was  those  scenes  which  showed  the  boys  coping  with  the 
insults  and  the  attacks  of  their  friends  and  peers 
which  affected  me  so  deeply.   Occasionally  I  would  note 
to  myself  that  that  lump  in  my  throat  had  been  put 
there  by  a  book  written  for  12  year-olds.  And  I  would 
further  note  how  starved  I  must  be  for  fiction  that 
deals  adequately  and  truthfully  with  the  gay  experience 


if  an  unevenly  written  book  for  juveniles  could  move 
me  almost  to  tears. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  "doom  and  gloom" 
school  of  gay  fiction.   The  protagonist  dies  a  linger 
ing  death  in  the  last  few  pages,  and  it  is  quite  clear 
from  the  tone  that  this  death  is  only  fit  punishment 
for  a  life  of  perversion.  One  of  the  two  boys  dies  at 
the  end  of  this  novel,  but  here  the  similarities  end 
It  is  quite  clear  in  Trying  Hard  to  Hear  You  that  he 
dies  because  his  courage  and  determination  break.  He 
finally  cannot  face  the  taunts  and  insults  of  the  crowd 
The  other  boy  struggles  through,  and  the  novel  ends  on 
an  upbeat  and  hopeful  note.  This  is  the  kind  of  fic- 
tion I  have  been  waiting  for  --  gay  people  struggling 
with  the  forces  that  oppress  them,  and  not  caving  in 
or  wondering  why  we  just  can't  care  for  each  other,  or 
trivializing  our  experience  into  laughter,  but  WINNING. 
Staying  alive,  and  finally  forcing  from  our  peers  the 
respect  and  understanding  we  deserve. 

There  are  faults.  Camilla,  for  all  her  feminist 
consciousness,  still  tends  to  define  her  social  success 
in  terms  of  the  boys  she  can  attract  and  date;  in  a 
book  where  all   of  the  characters  remind  you  vaguely  of 
someone  you'd  encountered  in  an  American  sit-com,  the 
blacks  are  particularly  ill-served.   They  are  quite 
simply  unbelievable.   It  seemed  biiarre  to  me-that  on 
Long  Island  in  1974,  no  one   seemed  to  have  heard  of 
Gay  Lib. 

But  the  book  does  have  a  strong  narrative  line. 
I  checked  out  a  few  old  Hardy  Boys  mysteries  (that's 
what  I  was  into  during  my  early  teens)  and  that  forward 
narrative  thrust  was  about  all  they  had  to  offer.   So 
I  think  young  people  will  respond  to  this  novel  --  cer- 
tainly young  gay  people  will  be  swept  into  a  state  of 
exhileration  and  anger.   If  you're  a  teacher,  or  know 
a  teacher,  get  this  book  into  a  school  library.   We 
need  a  few  time  bombs  ticking  here  and  there. 

Gerald  Harmon 


Three  Books  of  Poetry 

Poems  From  a  Love  Affair,  Haviland  Ferris. 
New  York,  NY.,  Vantage  Press,  $3.95. 
Cool  Zebras  of  Light,  Robert  Peters. 
Santa  Barbara,  Christopher's  Books,  $2.75. 
The  River  and  the  Window,  Myron  Turner. 
Winnipeg,  Four  Humours  Press,  $3.00. 

Poems  From  a  Love  Affair  is  one  of  the  most  unclut- 
tered and  clearly  written  books  of  gay  poetry  I've  come 
across: 

Is  it  the  big  hands  or  the  smile, 

Or  the  reticence  of  deep  woods  and  rising  fields 

That  tells  me  I  have  again  a  boy  from  the  North 

Country 
Like  those  of  my  youth? 
Memory  of  villages  and  snowdrifts  stark  in  the 

nights. 

One  poem,  "For  C.P.  Cavafy  (1863-1933)"  joins  Ferris' 
own  love  affair  to  his  thoughts  of  the  old  poet,  and 
wishes  they  could  be  "young  together" 

That  I  could  see  in  your  eyes  desire; 

And  in  the  hot  midnight  tavern, 

On  the  moon-barred  Alexandrian  bed, 

Body  to  body,  bursting  heart  to  heart. 

Each  could  surrender  to  each. 

Remembering  the  white  town, 

the  dark  sea  shining. 

Writing  these  poems  pervaded  by  his  love  for  a  young 
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man,  Ferris  is  never  preoccupied  by  "literature"  or 
clever  technique,  but  simply  lets  the  affection  order 
itself  into  quiet,  moving  speech. 

Robert  Peters'  Cool  Zebras  of  Light  also  chronicles 
a  love  affair  (or  part  of  one)  --  a  tangled,  passionate 
and  disturbing  one,  full  of  images  of  blood,  razors, 
sharp  suicidal  edges,  violence  and  deep  doubts.   In 
spite  of  this,  I  don't  get  the  feeling  of  despair  or 
nihilism  I  do  with  a  lot  of  contemporary  verse.   It  is 
too  vigorous,  for  one  thing.  As  Peters  writes  of  his 
lover  talking  about  suicide  while  they  walk  past  the 
mined  beauty  of  a  bombed  English  cathedral,  one  feels 
that  Peters  is  very  much  a  survivor,  and  that  it  is  his 
poetry,  and  the  perceptions  in  his  poetry,  that  allow 
him  to  survive. 

The  mundane  difficulties  of  life  are  here  too  — 
being  refused  a  hotel  room  with  a  double  bed  --  "they're 
for  man  and  wife".   Altogether,  I  get  a  feeling  of  real 
events,  real  people,  not  people  constructed  and  white- 
washed for  poems  --  and  a  feeling  of  love  and  sensual- 
ity: 

your  fists 
are  warm 
against  my  ribs 
the  musk  of  love 
is  hot  mercury 
pressed  between 
layers  of  skin. 

at  last 

cool  zebras  of  light 

are  feeding. 

Myron  Turner's  The  River  and  the  Window,  though 
not  quite  overtly  gay,  is  pervaded  by  a  lyrical  homo- 
eroticism: 

Spring.  Against  a  rock,  leaning;  hyacinthine 
curls  clustering  to  his  shoulders; 

or,  on  each  hillside  overlooking  the  river, 
bent  to  the  crossbow  of  his  lyre. 

Revolver,  this  Shepherd,  thighs  and  chest 
an  armour  of  carved  honey,  inventor  of  songs  for 
the  sunlight  -- 

0  let  me  rest  like  an  infant  on  that  sweet 
armour 

Kiss  the  warm  mirror  of  his  face:  Shepherd, 
revolving  the  flocks  of  sunlight  gathered  to 
listen,  in  the  shadows  of  trees, 

The  glare  of  snow. 

I  find  the  prose  poetry  here  rather  dense  and  high- 
strung,  with  too  many  exclamation  marks,  and  too  many 
words,  like  "atonement"  and  "incestuous"  and  "universe" 
and  "indigines"  coming  thick  and  fast.   But,  like  Ferris 
and  Peters,  Turner  has  obviously  written  just  what  he 
wanted  to  write  without  bothering  about  what  we' 11  all 

and  I  find  that  --  and  some  of  his  book  too  --  very 
much  to  my  taste. 


Ian  Young 


Flying 

Kate  Hillett. 
Ballantine  Books, 


New  York,  (ppbk) ,  678  pages,  $2.25. 


Before  I  started  reading  Flying  I  was  all  prepared 
not  to  like  it,  or  more  likely,  not  to  be  able  to  read 

Criticism  had  levelled  condemnation  at  it.   If  you 
have  met  similar  discouragement,  disregard  it.   Flying 
tries  to  encompass  so  many  different  things  that  it  is 
bound  to  be  something  different  to  everyone  who  reads 

That  means  that  it  stands  on  its  own,  that  it's 
not  just  an. up-dated  feminist  version  of  'True  Confes- 
sions", nor  is  it  merely  a  cumbersome  mess,  nor  the 


story  of  a  series  of  'fucked-up  relationships'  liber- 
ally sprinkled  with  gossip  about  the  'Who's  Who  sot' 
of  the  women's  movement.   It  is  to  some  extent  each  of 
these  things,  plus  a  whole  lot  of  other  things  --  of- 
ten more  positive  than  Criticism  would  have  us  believe. 
It  does  tend  to  be  cumbersome  at  times,  but  that  is 
the  risk  one  runs  when  experimenting  with  variations  on 
the  autobiographical  journal.  Hillett  does  experiment, 
and  she  gets  some  interesting  results.  Dealing  with  a 
short  time  span  in  the  course  of  the  book,  through 
flights  of  nostalgia  and  introspection,  she  manages  to 
capture  many  of  the  highlights  of  her  past,  many  of  the 
sources  of  her  current  problems.   In  similar  fashion, 
she  manages  to  go  in  depth  into  some  of  the  things  that 
Flying  tries  to  grapple  with.  One  problem  with  this 
style  is  that  she  seems  to  take  too  literally  her  re- 
solve to  record  absolutely  everything  and  therefore 
does  not  seem  to  be  able  to  discriminate  in  placing  em- 


phasis. The  other  thing  that  I  find  disconcerting  is 
her  references  to  the  book  in  progress.  One  begins  to 
wonder  if  the  book  will  ever  end,  where  it  actually  be- 
gan, or  if  she  isn't  perhaps  referring  to  another  book 
altogether. 

Because  this  book  is  a  record  of  what  is  happening 
to  and  around  Kate  Millett  and  what  she  thinks  and 
feels  about  it  all,  it  touches  upon  a  whole  range  of 
things  that  she  is  trying  to  come  to  grips  with.  Things 
that  the  women's  movement  as  a  whole  is  trying  to  deal 
with  -  things  that  are  of  concern  to  all  feminists  and 
especially  lesbian  feminists.  These  concerns  are  as  di- 
verse as:  the  effect  of  coming  out  on  the  relationship 
with  one's  mother;  pacifism;  the  pressure  to  find  an 
individual  solution  instead  of  carrying  a  common  poli- 
tical struggle;  asceticism;  and,  the  nature  of  the  wom- 
en who  are  the  leading  figures  in  the  women's  liberation 
movement  today. 

In  discussing  most  of  these  things  Millett  does  not 
pretend  to  have  all  of  the  answers;  she  is  content  to 
have  recognised  some  of  the  questions.  The  two  general 
themes  in  Flying  that  have  received  the  most  comment 
are:  Millett  as  one  woman  trying  to  break  down  the  so- 
ciety's restriction  of  her  sexual  expression,  and  Mil- 
lett as  media-created  superstar. 

The  hard-to-leam  lesson  Flying  brings  home  is  the 
impossibility  of  trying  to  create  ideal  relationships 
without  having  first  brought  the  rest  of  the  world  a 
little  closer  to  ideal.  At  one  point,  she  makes  the 
comment:  "Are  we  trying  to  invent  a  new  existence, 
whizzing  through  decades  of  social  evolution  in  an  af- 
ternoon? Or  only  joyriding?"  (p.  112).  This  makes  me 
suspect  that  she  sort  of  realises  the  magnitude  of  her 
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Throat-Ramming 

Tour  article  "Throat  Kuain|"  In 
th.  lait  TBP  really  had  a  ilronf  l»- 
part  on  ■*.  1 ,  m  |  |urit  uny  gay 
■i'  ".  Identified 
it  rani ly  with  th»  il(uatlon>  you  de- 
MtihrJ.  But  rrtt  lap.tt  waa  auch 
fnatar,  both  became  I've  been  in- 
•alvad  In  th*  Gay  Move went  h«r»  for 
*oaw>  »«ar»,  and  becauaw  recently-  ay 
I  oval   jiiJ    I    decided  to  ■•pirate. 

I      liberated     the  departaent  where   I 
rlbutlng  Oay>    for  Equal- 
ly    paavhleti  at     coffee 


lal      dec 


I   !   i 


■    thill 


rl  th 


are  coniervativc  people, 


di  nt     then  ■<  (CFE  woihersi 

attacked   by   uraifcht   aacho 

(   one  person   In   the   depnrt- 

>.-.itpd     on      it    -  and     I  sat 

the  coffee  roon  contented 

invisibility  as   a  joy  per- 


■"■'.■>  1. 1 1   weeks 


I   worked  even 


fo  Don  ind  I  ipj 
allied  that  no  i 
new  that   I   f 


I've    felt    and   undcr- 
jo  *t rant ly  as   I  do 

I  all  this  leave 
have  been  for  a 
rained  to  thron 
llty. 

I'm  hoaosenuol    too". 


IN  reaction!  froa 
!  line  of  "having 
rhroat".  As  a  re- 
lllr  article  up  In 


Guilt  Trip 


Liberation  aeans  frcrdoa.  Hoooiei- 
uality  is  Sin.  If  you  want  libera- 
tion-frcedoa,  Jesus  Christ  said  he 
can:  to  deliver  aen  froa  the  bondage 
of  sin. 

Your  problea  is  sin.  My  problea  is 
sin.    Mankind's   problea  is   Sin. 

Jesus  can  deliver  you  froa  this 
particular  sin  -  hoaosexuality.  Ho- 
aosciuallty   can  never  be  accepted   in 

act.  You  know  it  deep  in  your  heart 
-  no  one  has  to  tell  you  or  ae  that 
your  biggest  problea  is  GUILT. 


Jesus 

an  cure  you  of  the 

sin  and 

IMS)       .cur   guilt. 

Jesus      today     befo 

■e  God's 

■rath      Is 

poured  out  on  thl 

world. 

Anonymous 

not  through  fear  but  through 

caut.cn 

Prisoner  Writes 

l'a   gett 

ng   the   paper  with 

io  pro- 

and  enjoying  it  i 

■     doing  an  excellent   job. 

including 

soar     things      1      - 

sh  the 

;ay      press      would   eaulatc. 

Spa*  I  f  1  ca  1 

ipreelat*  the  fact 

that  you  don't      turn     and  run 

at   the 

thought      of   relations   between 

adults 

*nd  am„n 

i-Jr-in 

on  tenting   adults" 

■ 

jnfortunatcly   that" 

as      far      a 

ant   other  publl 

John   Mors* 

Chicago 

Gays  Must  Unite 
on  a  National  Level 


by   DENIS   LEBLANC  More   gay   people  must   be- 

come  active    in   the   move- 
ment.     The   gay  movement    In   Canada    Is   now   six 
years   old   and    in    that    time  ahat   have  ae   real- 
ly  accomplished?      There   are   now   34   gay   and 
lesbian   groups   In    19   urban   centres   and  more 
"f    forming   all    the-    time,    after  more   than   4 
years   work    the   immigration    laws   may   be  chang- 
ed eoon;    the   city  of   Toronto  has   adopted   a 
law   protecting   gays    from  discrimination   in 
employment;    the   Saskatchewan   Human   Rights 
Commission   has   recommended   that   sexual   orien- 
tation be  Included  in   that  province's  Human 
Rights   Code;    Ontario.    Quebec,    and  B.C.    groups 
are    In    the  midst   of   a  public   struggle    for 
their   rights.      These   and  other   accomplish- 
ments  are   products   of   years  of   hard  work   by 
dedicated  individuals  supported  by   tbelr 

Recently   in   Ottawa   18  men   were   arrested 

for  making   love,   one   gay  brother  was   murdered 

by   police   and   by    the  media;    five  people  were 


ited.    i 


all: 


Nepean  Park  in  Ottawa:  John  Damli 
for  tbe  Ontario  Racing  Commission  was  fired 
from  his  job  because  he  Is  a  homosexual;   in 
Quebec,  arrests  and  raids  of  local  bars  are 
now  commonplace:  will  we  sit  still  while  tbese 
wltcb-bunts  continue? 

Our  energies  must  now  be  directed  to  as- 
sure a  growing  consciousness  and  awareness  of 
our  rightful  demands  through  public  action 
throughout  this  country.  Gays  must  work  on 
many  fronts.  We  must  help  our  gay  brothers 
still  in  the  closet  to  overcome  their  opprea- 
' ;y  services  and  educat 


Yet 


.  be 


active  at  the  political  level  to  acblev 
erutlon  for  nil  gays  now.  and  In  the  future  - 
for  there  will  always  be  gay  people.   Indivi- 
dual groups  have  suffered  many  setbacks  ov*r 
the  years  but  we  must  not  let  these  set  us 
back:  rather  we  must  grow  from  our  experien- 
ces and  actions  to  develop  a  broader  con- 
sciousness which  will  lead  to  the  growth  of 
the  gay  movement. 

Gay  people  must  now  unite,  for  only  In 
unity  will  we  find  the  strength  to  achieve 
all  that  needs  to  be  done.   The  formation  of  a 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  Is  probably  the 
most  Important  step  to  achieving  that  unity 
In  action.   We  must  now  define  our  goals,  we 
must  define  our  direction,  then  we  must  fight 
for  our  rights  with  concrete  actions  to 
achieve  liberation.   The  upcoming  National 
Gay  Rights  Conference  Is  a  step  in  this  di- 


ction . 
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Cuba:  Earning  the  Right 
to  Criticise 

by  JOHN  SOUTHIN     1  have  two  principal  crit- 
icisms of  Allen  Young's 
article  on  Cuba:  its  lack  of  originality  and 
Its  misunderstanding  (I'm  being  charitable) 
Of  the  political  processes  that  underlie  the 
continuing  Cuban  Revolution.   I  find  very 
little  in  the  article  which  he  has  not  already 
written  quite  cogently  in  the  anthology  he  co- 
-Jlted:  Out  of  the  Closets:  V~olc< 


afterwords 


bw  United  States  of  America. 

There  ia.  I  submit,  an  alternative  which 
n  never  mentions.   Instead  of  walling  for 
perfect  Revolution  to  come  along  to  pleaaw 
Alien  could  work  within  - 
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ogan   oft.t, 

n   the    late   60-w. 


gays   to   struggle   alo 

comrades   to   shape    the   revolution   ao 
one's   oppression   would  be  overlooked 
rlumph.    One  earns    the   righ. 
at    least    to   be    listened   to.    bul 
■  walked   away  when   the   ruleB   he    [i ■.,,    i 


Under  some  circumst a: 
len's  approach  would  be 
and  If  one  took  Allen's 
Cuban  regime  at  face  va 
applaud  his  getting  out 
volution,  however,  is  ni 
mutable,    nor   are   Fidel    i 
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Stalinists.   I.  for  one,  have  worked  all 
er  for  about  a  year  in  Cuba,  and  as  a.    .  ■ 
son  have  bad  many  debates  and  discussions  with 
Cuban  officials  (including  members  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee}  about  their  deplorable  anti- 
pathy to  gay  liberation.   At  times  I  Ik. 
away  from  tbese  arguments  encourat'*.i 
mainly  I  feel  hopeless  frustrui . 
ling  the  antediluvian  notions  which  many 

otherwise  Informed  Cubans  hold  about  h 

uallty.   Kr  own  ezparlenoww  OOqvIi 

Cuban  policies  do  change  In  response  to  cri- 
ticism from  within  the  Revolution,  but  I  can- 
not help  thinking,  by  contrast,  that  Cuban 
gays  hnve  been  seriously  lot  down  and  even 
compromised  by  those  sol-dlsant  militants 
who  follow  the  road  Allen  Young  has  chosen. 


Linguistic  Oppression 
and  Liberation 

by  YVON  THIVIERCE     As  a  separatist  and  a  homo- 
phlle,    I   am  well   aware    that 
the    linguistic   situation    in   Quebec   works  *- 
gainst   me.      Because   of    the   pre-eminent   posi- 
tion  still    accorded   to   English   even    today,    the 
English-speaking  minority  shapes  the  destiny 
of   homophlles,    for   it    Is   that   minority  which 
publishes   the   homopblle   newspapers    (exclusive- 
ly   In   English),    forms   the  decision-making   cir- 
cles,   organizes  gay  dances,    and  holds  the 
meetings,   almost  exclusively   in  English,   which 
determine   strategy   required   for   the   liberation 
of   homosexuals.      But   how   has   this  minority 

■ol   everything?      Let's   think   about 
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a   few  words. 

In   his   two   articles 

and  his  Out   of   the  Closets   piece) 

presents  a  catalogue  of  gay  oppress!-- 
in  Cuba  with  which  I  would  not  disagree  except 
In  minor  details.  Indeed.  I  could  probably 
add  a  couple  of  original  horror  stories  of  my 
own.  This  much  said,  I  must  go  on  to  express 
my  profound  disagreement  with  tbe  approach 
Allen  has  used  to  confront  and  deal  with  this 
situation.  Finding  tbe  Revolution  not  entire- 
ly to  his  liking  In  some  particular  —  here  I 
am  not  denigrating  tbe  Importance  of  gay  lib- 
eration, hut  merely  asking  that  tbe  Revolution 
be  evaluated  on    ItB   entire   record   —   Allen 

insalvageably  "Stalinist"  and 
g  a  barrage  of  counter-revo- 
s  from  within  tbe  "safe"  ha- 
rt mankind's)   principal    enemy; 


sets   about   wr 
ven  of  Cuba's 


that  a  bit 

While  a  Quebecols  homopblle  exper 
linguistic  oppression,  he  surely  cam 
himself  to  experience  sexual  oppress 
he  knuckles  under  to  the  English  u 
matters,  he  also  gives  in  to  hetert 
Since  be  Is  still  engaged  in  defending  his 
linguistic  rights,  how  can  he  go  into  tbe 
streets  to  demand  bis  sexual  rights?  (English 
gays  are  doing  so). 

As  long  as  Quebecols  homophlles  are  not 
liberated  linguistically,  they  cannot  be  lib- 
erated sexually.   While  we  wait  for  linguis- 
tic liberation,  we  need  -  for  lack  cf  any- 
thing better  -  some  militant  homopblle  some- 
where, a  francophone,  to  lead  the  gay  liber- 
ation movement  In  Quebec. 

As  Is  the  case  with  many  others,  my  first 
priority  Is  the  matter  of  language.   How, 
then,  can  I,  as  a  homophile,  liberate  myself 
sexually,  when  the  struggle  for  my  liberation 
is  led  by  tbe  English? 

Robert  Burns,  the  Parti  Quebecols  houee- 
leader,  has  come  out  In  favour  of  Including 
'sexual  orientation'  In  the  Human  Rights  Char- 
ter.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  tbat  an  In- 
dependent Quebec  would  also  be  favourable  tr. 
sexual  minorities  and,  therefore,  that  the 
establishment  of  French  as  the  only  official 
language  is  a  prerequisite  for  homosexual 
liberation.   Inasmuch  as  tbe  French-speaking 
majority  must  rule  and  since  only  the  Parti 
Quebecols  can  put  francophones  In  charge.  It 
follows  that  only  tbe  PQ  will  allow  franco- 
phone homophlles  to  take  into  tbelr  own  hands 

|w  of  tbe  some  600,000  homosexual* 
in  Quebec  who  will  someday  enjoy  tbe  same 
rights  as  hetert 
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FEMININE'  Intelligent,  gay. 
woman,  twenty  all.  tali,  slender,  red 
haired,  new  to  Toronto  gay  scene  wishes 
lo  meet  other  Intelligent  women  26  to  45 
lor  friendship  and  possible  relationship.  I 
em  j  feminist  but  not  the  radical-feminist 
lesbian  type.  I  promise  to  answer  all 
replies    Orawer  191. 


We  welcome  your  ads.  Please  include  payment  with  your  ad 
We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad.  You  may 
use  The  Body  PoliHo  address  (Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto 
Ont,  MSW  1X9)  as  your  return  address;  we  will  hold  replies 
for  pick-up  at  193  Carlton  St.  in  Toronto  (no  charge)  or 
forward  them  to  another  address  ($1.00  per  ad  per  issue). 
Advertising  rates  are:  5t  per  word  for  individuals  and 
10$  per  word  for  business  and  commercial  services. 
All  replies  for  ads  listing  a  Drawer  Number  should  be  ad- 
dressed c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn.  A,  Toronto 
Ontario  MSW  1X9.  ' 


MAN,  31,  teacher,  looking  for  mature 
male,  20-35.  for  longlaatlng  Irlendshlp  or 
relationship.  Things  I  like:  art.  music,  the 
city,  the  bush,  building  Ihmgs.  canoeing, 
swimming,  kids.  dogs,  horses.  T.V.. 
books,  being  alive,  being  with  my 
Irlends.  cuddling,  loving,  laughing. 
slaying  home,  going  out.    I    don't    like: 

and  glass  furniture  Considered  attractive 
6',  185  lbs  .  personable,  strong,  versatile, 
considerate,  warm.  Independent  Live  on 
a  farm  west  ot  Ottawa,  spare  time  In 
Toronto.  Reply  to  R.  Williams.  Boi  362. 
Stn  K.  Toronto 

NOTE:  This  ad  ran  in  the  last  Issue,  but 
with  an  Incorrect  address.  Sorry! 
ORIENTAL,  28.  5'  6".  118  lbs,  average 
looks,  nonsmoker.  light  drinker,  straight 
appearance,  very  atlectlonate,  sincere, 
honest  No  Interest  In  drugs.  S&M  or  any 
far-oui  scenes.  Seeks  stable,  clean  white 
male  with  same  qualities,  who  can  endure 
a  lasting  relationship  on  a  one  to  one 
basis.  Serious  answers  only  please  to: 
Arthur,  187  Ronan  Ave  .  Toronto. 

MONTREAL  gay  male,  5'11",  25  dark 
brown  hair,   good  build,   slim,   straight 

Many  Interests,  Including  music,  read- 
ing, camping,  travel.  Intelligent  conver- 
sation, etc.  Would  like  to  meet  similar 
guys  to  35  years,  In  Montreal  area  with 
view  to  close  and  lasting  relationship. 
Will  answer  all  replies  that  accompanied 
by  photo  and  phone.   Orawer  209 

CANOEING  AND  CAMPING  Gay  male, 
25.  seeks  buddy  lor  canoe  adventures 
Prelerably  under  30  and  experienced. 
Either  tor  an  afternoon  outing  or 
weekends.  It  we  hit  II  oft  I'd  like  to  take  a 
week  or  two  at  the  end  ot  August.  Write 
Duane,   Drawer  219. 

DESPERATELY  WANTED:  Male,  25-49, 
dark  hair,  hairy  body,  successful  wealthy 
businessman  able  lo  provide  for  In  return 
for  keeping  house,  general  duties,  warm 
sincere,  loving  long  lasting  friendship  I 
am  male.  81,  dark  hair,  hairy,  medium 
build,  enjoy  the  good  things  of  life. 
Interests:  swimming,  meeting  people, 
movies,  shows,  sailing,  shopping,  house- 
work, driving,  camping  (trailers)  travel- 
ling. Arrived  recently  (rom  England, 
would  like  lo  meet  somebody  lo  settle 
down  with  and  en|oy  Fife,  tired  of  one 
night  stands  I  am  warm,  loving  and  very 
sincere.  Please  enclose  photograph  with 
reply,  will  enclose  photograph  with  reply, 
will  enclose  photo  of  myself  when 
replying.  Glyn  Waterfall,  15  Burbank 
Place,  Barrie.  Ontario 

ATTRACTIVE.shy  guy  seeks  buddy  for 
lasllng  mutual  friendship  (Ideally  room- 
mate or  marriage  arrangement).  Intel- 
ligent, young,  nonhalry  gay  {preferably 
very  boyish  looking  with  high  I  Q.(  is 
desired.  My  description  5'll".  160  lbs, 
good  looks,  youthful,  nonhalry,  excellent 
shape  and  health,  high  I.O.,  considerate, 
honest,  forthright,  quiet,  nonsmoker, 
nondrinker,  nondancer.  My  Interests 
Include  all  intelligent  modem  subjects 
(science  and  technology  orientation!, 
studious  reading,  casual  nature  rec- 
reations (walking,  bicycling,  louring  etc.) 
and  occasional  movies,  theater,  chess. 
etc  Write  your  detailed  description  and 
desires  even  if  unsure,  men  we  can  phone 
or  meet  or  exchange  pholo's  and  explore 
prospects  in  a  friendly  way    PO   60x204 

eioblcoke.  Ont  .  M9C  4V3 


FROM  SAINT  CATHERINES  well  bull! 
handsome  blonde  guy  In  levls  sought  as 
pen  pal  Irlend  by  cheerful  muscular 
brown  haired  Scots  guy  who  enjoyed  our 
too-brief  conversation  afler  lunch  In 
Edinburgh  on  Princess  St.  fail  month 
Cant  gel  you  oul  01  my  mind  buddy  so 
lets  communicate.  Am  very  discreet  If 
needed  Derry  Gamble,  Posl  Reetant 
Falkirk,  Stirlingshire,  Scotland. 

SOUTHWESTERN    MANITOBA    -    Gay 

male,  20  years  old,  5'  9",  WO  lbs. 
average  looks,  straight  appearance  but 
reasonably     open      abom      being      gay, 

gays  In  my  area.  Possible  club  starting  In 
Brandon  In  the  tall  Reply  Drawer  220 

WANTED:     Deciles    that    dig     getting 

bossed  around  by  a  small,  wiry,  bulch 
guy  Discriminating,  short,  sleek,  supple 
aggressor,    youthful    forties,    desires 

dig  boxing  and  you  must  be  willing  lo 
sample  It,  Big  gloves;  protective  gear;  no 
facial  marks;  fun  and  sweat.  Also 
stimulating  light  to  heavy  BSO. 
role-playing,  chastisement,  humiliation.  I 
aim  to  please.  Prefer  zip-trim,  timid, 
boyish  types,  but  fatties  OK  It  submissive 
to  strict  reducing  routine.  Pretty, 
klssable,  spankable  ferns  and  TV's  also 
welcome  Age  Immaterial.  No  extremes. 
No  drugs  Delineate  needs.  Pholo 
mandatory.  Randy,  Drawer  202 

WHITE  MALE  wishes  replies  (rom  tame 
Age/looks  not  Important  Write  Idescrlbe 
yourself)  lo:  Boxholder,  Box  613.  Flint 
Michigan  48501 

WELL-ENDOWED,  well  built  handsome 
oriental  wishes  to  hear  from  readers, 
especially  Jewish  boys  Phone  no.  Photo 
appreciated  Answer  all.  Orawer  204 
MALE,  age  30.  6  feet,  medium  build, 
considered  good  looking,  likes  out  of 
doors,  secluded  beaches,  shows.  Hying, 
pieaaaani  times.  I'm  successful  and 
appreciate  the  liner  things  in  life.  II  you 

24-33. approximately,  are  masculine  look- 
ing, slim  io  medium  allm.  but  wen 
proportioned,  write  John.  Box  191  Postal 
Stn  A  Wlllowdale.  Ontario  I  have  a  lot  to 
Otter 

CALOARY  -  Lonesome  Gay  Guy,  47 
looking  for  loneeome  businessman  who 
■rants  a  lover  I  nave  my  own  apt 
downtown  Will  answer  all  letters  P  H 
Marshall.  1601-700.  91h  St  SW.  Calgary, 
Alberta  ,  T2T  2B6 
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SUCCESSFUL  PROFESSIONAL  man,  35 
(looks  XI  seeks  serious  friendship 
leading  to  love.  I'm  handsome,  slim. 
smooth,  clean-shaven;  you  must  be  too 
Prefer  non-smoker  I'm  a  leader,  you 
must  be  a  loyal  lollower.  but  want  to 
share  many  Interests  Pnoto  please  Box 
656.  Stn  K,  Toronto. 

YOUNG,   sensitive  man,  23.  University 

grad.  Sit  11  m  .  155  lbs.  dark  heir,  blue 
eyes,  eiosebeardod,  is  interested  in 
meeting  sincere  fellow  to  age  30  lor 
friendship,  and  more  hopefully,  a 
permanent  relationship  based  on  trust 
and  mutual  love.  I  am  Intelligent,  artistic. 
hanesi  and  lalihtul  -  and  looking  for  a 
■lle-pariner    1  en|oy  music  of  all  types 


art. 
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nlngs  a 
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like.  |. 
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than  average  looking  guy.  In  good 
physical  shape  (5'  8".  120  lbs)  with  much 
tenderness,  lave,  Irlendshlp  and  hope  lo 
Share  •  who  gets  ofl  on  Star  Trek, 
walking,  yoga,  dogs,  scrabble,  healthy 
food  and  undepersonahsed  sex  -  and  who 
only  hales  the  plastic-armored  nature  of 
gay  clubs  and  bar;  and  It  you  are  a 
non-smoker,  occasional  drinker,  In  better 
Shape  than  the  average  Canadian, 
a'fectionate  and  under  35.  then  please 
write  a  lew  lines,  or  a  poem  *  or  a  whole 
letter  -  I  will  answer  all  who  feel  like 
sharing  a  pan  ot  their  lives  with  me. 
Photo  appreciated.  Reply  lo  Bob,  Drawer 
221 

PROFESSIONAL,  age  49,  university 
graduate,  in  excellent  physical  condition, 

companion  to  age  55  Reply  to  drawer 
224. 

CONTACT  Club  I  SB  A  .  the  great  way 
to  find  enduring  irlends  Hundreds  of 
members  coast  to  coast  Special  student 
rales.  Iree  if  just  21  Since  1973  For  tree 
information,  write  Box  142.  Stn  O. 
Toronto  . 


long  walks  In  a  natural  selling.  II  you  , 
seriously  seeking  a  lover  -  answer  this  ad. 
All  replies  acknowledged.  Drawer  210. 
MALE  mid  30's,  looking  tor  friendship 
that  can  hopeiully  lead  lo  a  lasllng 
relationship  I  am  Interested  in  art 
theatre,  music,  people,  auction  sales. 
quiet  evenings  at  home  Interesting 
evenings  on  Ihe  town,  walking  and  travel 
I  am  ordinary  In  looks,  6  It,  180  lbs.  quiet, 
steady,  affectionate  and  dependable  I 
seek  to  meet  a  fairly  Intelligent,  happy, 
who   loves 

MASCULINE  MALE,  mld-twentles.  8'. 
medium  build,  well  educated,  seeks 
sincere  Irlendshlp  and  possible  long- 
lasting  relationship  Interests  Include 
water  sports,  skiing  (cross-country  and 

and  the  arts  Include  description  ot 
yourself  and  phone  number  and  send 
your  replies  lo  Orawer  212 

GAY  23,  5'  10"  155  lb*  would  like  to  meet 
gays  between  18-30  for  casual  encounter 

or  close  relationship.  Mostly  gays  coming 
to  Prince  Edward  Island  tor  Holidays,  etc. 
Please  reply  and  send  photo  (If  possible) 
Sincere    Drawer  201 

NEOPHYTE  leather  would  like  to  meet 
others  of  similar  interest.  Am  38.  5'  10", 
165  lbs,  above  average  looks,  docile  but 
turned  on  with  mud  bondage.  Reply 
drawer  223 

I  AM  YOUNG  IN  BODY,  years  and 
Ideals,  mature  In  goals  and  values,  and 
old  and  weary  of  much  gay  "life*  and 
games    Having  recently  weathered  the 

hallowed  hypocracy  of  University  (B  Sc 
In  Psych),  I  am  hoping,  at  age  24.  to  meet 
i  Similarly  young  but  dlssailslled    II 


LOOKING    lor    gay    pen    )r(eflOS    (n    G| 
Britain      Send     name,      age,     address. 
interests    and     requirements    with 
membership  fee  to  Gaytime  Friends 
Society.  BCMIRegency  House,  Red  L 
Square.  London.  WCI 
GAY  PENFRIENOS;  Subscription  il  00 
US     yearly     ONE   FREE    AD"    TEENS 
given  special  consideration  Jack  Hartlng 
Box  88009P,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96815 
FOR    GAY    PENFRIENOS    in    England 
send    name,    address,    age,    details    oi 
yourself  and  requirements  with  SI  bill  lo 
The  Gaytime   Friendship   Club,    BCM/ 
Regency     House,      Red     Lion     Square. 
London  wci,  England 
HAVE  BEEN  confined  In  the  Chllllcolhe 
Correctional  Institution  lor  one  year.  I 
longer  write  to  my  former  associates  a 
tind  myself  lonely  Would  like  someone 
write  and  talk  to    Feel  Iree  to  ask  ai 
question, s  I  will  answer  all     Donald  N 
Patterson,   P  O  Box  5S0O-I39088.  Chllll- 
cothe,  Ohio  45601 

GAY  PRISONER  wishes  to  corrosponc 
with  Canadian  gays  I  am  28,  black  hair 
blue  eyes,  5"  9",  145  lbs.  Write  lo  Johr 
Glbbs.  1245841,  Lewlsburg  Prison,  Boi 
520,  Walla  Walla,  Washington.  99362 
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MOUTH  OF  THE  DRAGON  The  Poetry 
Journal  ol  Male  Love  which  Celebrates 
Our  Selves.  Androgyny' Alternatives  - 
Montreal.  Glad  Day  Books  -  Toronto. 
Chatlerton's  -  Los  Angeles,  Oscar  Wilde, 
New  York. 

YOUNG  gey  poetry,  Twenty  Nineteen 
Poems  by  Gavin  Olllard.  12  from 
Catalyst.  315  Blantyre  Ave..  Scarbor- 
ough, Ontario.  Canada  M1N  2S6. 
GAY  BOOKS  -  Catalogue  ot  585  titles 
from  Ihe  largest  lesblanlgay  liberation 
bookstore.  Send  25  cents  lo  Lambda 
Rising,  1724  20lh  St.  NW  KB. 
Washington,  DC  20009,  USA. 
GAY  AND  FEMINIST  Literature 
Resource  List  Freel  Valuable  guide  I 
obtaining  books,  pamphlets,  etc  Write 
Southern  Gay  Liberator,  P  0.  Box  2118. 
Boca  Raton.  Florida  33432  Self- 
addressed  and  STAMPED  envelope  i 
must  Bookstores:  send  most  recen 
catalogue  and  gel  listed  on  our  third  II 
list  FREE 

NUDE  BOYS  &  MEN.  all  types,  sizes  ant 
shapes'  Largest  &  finest  selection  of  Gay 
Films  and  Magazines  In  the  wi 
Guaranteed  Canadian  delivery  Send  lor 
iree  photo  illustrated  catalogues 
BOEKWINKEL  Box  218.  Vesterbrogade 
208,  1800  Copenhagen    Denmark 


GAY  BUS  TRIPS  -  Weekend  Chi 
coach  trips  to  Wasaga  and  Crystal 
Beaches.  Leaving  Yonge  and  Btoor  B  am 
Sundays  Your  drivers  -  Jack  and  Mike 
Information  and  reservations  424-3100  J 
ar,o  M  TOUR  CLUB 
PHOTOGRAPHER  requires  mala  physi- 
que model*.  Please  enclose  a  recent 
photo  and  phone  number  Contact  D 
Lee*.  PO    Box  43  Etobicoke.  Ont 
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goals  and  her  claims  of  overcoming  monogamy  and  all  the 
other  restrictions  and  inhibitions  that  shackle  each 
and  everyone  of  us.   Sort  of,  but  not  quite. 

In  the  lesbian-feminist  Amazon  Quarterly 
grudgingly  admits  that  Kate's  relationship  with  Claire 
prevents  her  from  reaching  a  totally  cynical  conclusion 
about  the  book.  The  joy  of  their  love  is  ample  evidence 
of  the  need  to  fight  for  that  kind  of  world  where  all 
will  live  according  to  their  own  best  judgement,  where 
new  possibilities  will  be  explored  and  developed  or  dis- 
regarded as  experience  dictates.   "Homosexuality  was  in- 
vented by  a  straight  world  dealing  with  its  own  bisex- 
uality.   But  finding  this  difficult  and  preferring  not 
to  admit  it,  it  invented  a  pariah  state,  a  leper  colo- 
ny for  the  incorrigible  whose  very  existence,  when  to- 
lerated openly,  was  admonition  to  all.  We  queers  keep 
everyone  straight  as  whores  keep  matrons  virtuous." 
(pp.  120-21).   So  says  Flying.  The  replacement  of  this 
system  will  make  it  possible  to  achieve  gay  liberation, 
the  liberation  of  women,  an  end  to  monogamy,  and  the 
freeing  of  human  sexuality  from  the  false  dichotomy  be- 
tween gay  and  straight.   It  is  this  that  Millett  is 
aware  of,  but  often  only  vaguely. 

The  second  theme  in  Flying  is  Hillett's  horror  of 
media-created  leaders  in  the  women's  movement.   I 
could  not  agree  more  that  'leaders'  that  are  created  by 
the  media  and  foisted  upon  movements  rather  than  being 
elected  by  and  answerable  to  their  constituents  are  ex- 
tremely undesirable.  That  elitism  under  any  condition 
is  destructive.   But  I  don't  think  that  leadership 
equals  elitism  or  that  a  solution  is  to  condemn  leader- 
ship per  se.  To  solve  the  problem  of  leadership,  we 
must  all  develop  as  leaders  answerable  only  to  other 
women  in  the  movement . 

It  is  just  not  the  case  that  leaders  are  absent 
from  the  movement.  Those  who  are  the  first  to  denounce 
leadership  (often  in  the  name  of  truer  democracy)  are 
also  usually  the  same  women  who  constitute  an  unofficial 
leadership.   Their  democracy  is  the  'democracy'  of  the 
loudest  voice,  or  the  most  personal  influence. 

While  Millett  indicates  she  is  aware  of  some  of  the 
forces  at  work  in  trying  to  solve  this  problem,  she  al- 
so succumbs  to  the  pressure  they  exert  and  joins  them 
in  self-condemnation.  She  describes  many  of  her  accu- 
sers as  "each  spinning  in  her  own  righteous  circle, 
tripping  on  ambition,  making  herself  famous  in  her  own 
little  pond  for  her  superior  insights."  At  the  same 
time  she  states:  "But  I  agree  with  anti-elitism.",  and 
"Why  can't  we  stick  with  what  we  knew  to  be  right  from 
the  start  --  no  bloody  leaders?"  (p.  115).  The  worst 
aspect  of  all  this  is  that  in  her  haste  to  agree  with 
those  who  condemn  her  she  leaves  all  of  the  work  and 
insight  that  went  into  the  production  of  Sexual  Poli- 
tic^ teetering  on  the  brink  of  oblivion.  That  tremen- 
dous achievement  which  has  served  as  inspiration  and 
educator  for  so  many  women  placed  in  doubt,  undermined 
belittled. 

No,  the  women's  movement  does  not  need  media-created 
stars  --  but  it  does  need  dedicated  women  who  can  help 
us  all  recapture  our  history  and  shape  now  what  will 
be  the  history  of  the  future.   Those  women  will  be 
women  who  stand  up  for  what  they  believe  in. 

A  mistake  that  Millett  recognises  herself  making 
along  with  all  of  us  who  are  involved  in  the  women's 
and  gay  liberation  movements  is  thinking  that  somehow 
the  struggle  should  be  easier  than  it  seems.   It  is  not 
always  easy  nor  is  it  going  to  be.  Our  enemies,  our 
battles,  even  our  supporters  take  their  toll.   But 
these  difficulties  must  not  be  allowed  to  dictate  to 
us  the  condemnation  of  women  such  as  Kate  Millett  and 
they  must  not  cloud  our  understanding  that,  difficult 
or  not,  what  we  are  doing  is  very  much  worth  it.   Wo- 
men who  can  help  develop  the  theoretical  foundations 
for  the  struggles  of  women  and  gays,  lesbians  who  come 
out  in  60  different  languages  in  Time  magazine,  and 
writers  who  make  us  look  at  ourselves  and  our  struggles 
a  little  closer  are  not  that  easy  to  come  by.   Flying 
is  an  impressive  work  from  someone  of  that  calibre,  and 
though  it  has  shortcomings,  it  is  a  serious  contribu- 
tion to  the  body  of  feminist  and  gay  liberationist 
writing. 

Chris    Bearchell 
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by  JUDY  ZUTZ  1  ca,  back  to  Toronto  about  .  year  ago 
after  spending  three  years  in  Europe  ' 
studying,  and  was  quite  amazed  when  I  saw  how  far  the 
gay  movement  had  developed.  It  was  really  nice  to  see 
people  on  Yonge  St.  with  buttons  like  "Come  Outl"  or 
Lesbians  Unite".  But  as  I  looked  a  bit  more  closely 
into  it,  I  became  more  and  more  disappointed 

I  got  involved  in  various  Gay  and  Peminist'groups 
and  places,  but  for  some  strange  reason  none  of  them 
seemed  to  work  together.  As  a  matter  of  fact  some 
people,  when  I  asked  how  come,  even  gave  me  the  .„. 
"»e  don't  want  anything  to  do  with..."  For  example,  most 
of  the  feminist  women  that  I  met  were  completely  anti- 
male  and  are  living  in  a  lesbian-feminist  ghetto.  "We 
don  t  like  those  sissy  faggots"  was  the  only  reply. 
Dear  sisters,  those  sissy  faggots  helped  us  a  lot  to 
come  out  of  our  closets. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  various  lesbian  clubs 
where  not  only  the  owners  themselves  are  closet-cases 
but  they  want  their  customers  to  be  closety  as  well 
On  top  of  that,  they  kick  their  sisters  out  if  they 
aren't  'properly'  dressed. 

Then  there  are  Toronto's  two  gay  communities,  who 
just  seem  to  do  their  own  thing,  and  don't  bother 
about  anything  else.   I  happen  to  be  involved  in  both 
of  them  right  now,  and  I  enjoy  it  in  both  places  very 
much.   I  found  out  that  they  have  much  in  common. 
Are  they  afraid  to  admit  it  to  each  other? 

Somehow,  you  people  out  there,  we  all  have  to  get 
it  together,  otherwise  Toronto's  gay  people  will  be 
hack  in  the  closet  very  soon.  There  has  to  be  a  way 
that  all  of  us  can  work  side  by. side,  hand  in  hand, 
brothers  and  sisters,  sisters  and  sisters,  brothers 
and  brothers.   Sure.  I  know  it  takes  a  little  bit  out 
of  each  of  us,  but  don't  you  think  it  would  be  good  to 
get  together  and  meet  new  people,  march  side  by  side 
and  try  to  understand  each  other  a  little  more? 

Come  out,  sisterl  Smile  at  the  "faggot".  He  feels 
the  same  as  you.  Be  a  little  more  open  about  yourself, 
Open  your  mind  towards  the  others  around  you.  After 
all.  we're  all  in  the  same  boat  and  we  have  to  fight 
day  after  day  to  live  and  survive  in  this  heterosexual 
world.  Let  us  together  live,  love  and  enjoy  our  gay- 
ness. 
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WANTED:  bass  guitarist  and  drummer 
for  completely  original  new  group.  Musi 
be  good  looking,  musically  proficient,  and 
around  age  20  Anyone  Interested  please 
call  Anthony  889-6608 

MONTREAL  OAV  BUS  TRIP  -  Chartered 
coach  to  Montreal  Dominion  Day 
Weekend  Leaves  Friday  evening  August 
aturns  Monday  evening  Sepl.  I  126, 
r  Drivers  -  Jack  and  Mike 
Reservations  424-3100  J  and  M  TOUR 
CLUB. 

TELEVISION  and  Audio  repairs,  and 
general  locksmllhlng  services  available  al 
>0w   raters  lo  gay  clientele  by  a  qualified 
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phone    B.I      Services. 
895-8271  lOamto  12  no 


For 


FREELANCE  employmeni  available  lo 
qualified  Individuals  In  electrical  and 
electronic  prototype  manufacturing  and 
Installations,  and  electronic  security 
systems.  If  you  are  experienced  in  ine 
electrical  or  security  field,  send  resume 
indicating  training  and  eiperlence  to; 
Technical  Director.  Brand  Industries,  226 
Parkview  Crescenl,  Newmarket,  Ontario 
L3Y  2C8  or  call  895-8271  lor  more 
Information.  10  am  -  12  noon,  Mon-Frl 
All  replies  treated  in  confidence. 


NEW  YORK  GAY  BUS  TRIP  -  New  York 
City  Aug  4  Holiday  weekend.  Leave 
Friday  evening  August  1,  return  Monday 
evening  August  4  J49  Your  drivers  - 
Jack  and  Mike.  Reservations  424-3100  J 
and  M  TOUR  CLUB. 


Cays  &  the  Law 


The  Peoples  College  of  Law  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild 
is  a  new  4-year  law  school  oriented  toward  those  usually 
excluded  from  the  legal  educational  process. 

Gay  people,  especially  lesbians  and  third  world  gays  are 
definitely  welcome.  Entrance  requirements  are  2  years  of 
college  leading  towards  a  Bachelor's  degree,  or  you  must 
take  the  college  equivalency  test.  Tuition  is  low.  All 
applicants  should  be  committed  to  use  the  law  as  a  tool 
for  social  change. 

For  more  information,  write  to:  GAY  CAUCUS,  c/o  PCL/NLG, 
222S  West  7th  St.,  L.A.  CA  90057  or  call  (213)  388-8171. 
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'You  know,  kids 
are  getting  their 
hands  on  this 
thing!' 

Officer,  Toronto 
Morality  Squad 

SUBSCRIBE 

(or  you  might  have 
to  get  it  in  a 
schoolyard) 


name: 


address: 


6  issues /yr  -  2nd  Class  $2.50     ($4.00  U.S.) 
Add     $1.00     for     1st  Class   (plain  envelope) 

All  single  back  issues,   each  50$   (75$  U.S.) 
Specify  numbers 

ENCLOSED  FIND  $ 


BEGIN  MY  SUBSCRIPTION  WITH  ISSUE  # 


